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THE REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. McKay, from the committee on ways and 
means, on the 17th inst., reported a bill to modify the 
existing TanIFF,—and graduate the price of PuBLic 


LANDS. 

The bill proposes a duty of rwenry PER CENT On 
tea and coffee. 

Ten PER CENT On loaf and other refined sugars— 
on coal, bar iron, manufactured by rolling, or pig 
iron, round iron, as brazier rods of 3 16 to 10-16 of 
an inch in diameter, inclusive; nail and spike rods, 
slit, rolled or hammered sheet iron, hoop iron, band 
or scroll iron, casement rods, slit, rolled or hanrmer- 
ej, wood screws of iron, spikes, cut or wrought, and 
white and red lead. 


Five PER CENT. on manufactures of cotton if dyed, 
colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in value 30 
cents per square yard; and manufactures of cotton 


yalue 20 cents per square yard. 
These duties to close two years after the conclu- 
sion of a peace with Mexico. 


Pustic Lanps.—The bill provides that all lands 
belonging to the United States which have been in 
the market and subject to entry for not less than ten 
years or over fifteen years may be entered at $1 per 
acre; over 15 years and not over twenty-five years 
Ti) cents per acre; more than 25 years at 50 cents 
peracre. This part of the act to take effect May 
Ist, 1847, and continue during the war and for six 





RELIEF TO IRELAND. 


scertained that remittances had been made to the a- 
ount of at least $1,400,000 from individuals in this 
ountry, many of them natives of Ireland, and mostly 
n small sums to their families or connections, in that 
ountry, towards aiding them in their extremity of 
jistress, These operations have been mostly sent in 
ash or equivalents and quietly as business transac- 
ions. 
| The movements made by the society of Friends, in 
lis country, responsive to tne calls upon them either 
om the society or prominent members in Ireland 
nd England, have been or are being remitted, as re- 
uested, in provisions. ‘The society in Philadelphia, 
as contributed $7,200, in addition to the contribu- 
on from a member of the society in that city of $1,- 
77. Upwards of $1,300 has been collected from the 
ciety in Baltimore, where warehouses are opened 
br the reception of articles to be forwarded, 
No doubt considerable remittances have also been 
d will be made by Irishmen in this country, to 
heir connections in provisions instead of cash. We 
aunot but remark, that we have met with no ac- 
bunt of similar movements being made in this coun- 
by or in behalf ofthe Scotch, the French, or the 
ermans, who are suffering in many cases to nearly 
bh equal extent with that of the Irish. 
But it is to the general movement which was so 
ippily and spiritedly commenced at the national cap- 
|, by the representatives of the American people, 
id through their suggestions now so universally res- 
ded to in the communities from one end of the 
hion to the other, that we may turn with something 
national pride as well as with hopes of efficient 
nsolation to starving millions of our fellow beings— 
yond the Atlantic. Hardly a paper do we receive 
Nour widely extended domain that has not some 
idence of prompt aid from the humane, being hur- 
on to our sea-ports for shipment to the suffering. 
we had room for them they would furnish a grate- 
exhibit to those who feel as we should all feel on 
han occasion. 
At Baltimore the funds collected for suffering Ire- 
“ already reported, amount to about $5,500, over 
00 of which was contributed by a “relief ball,” 
en for the object. 
“ Philadelphia, the board of brokers contributed 


At N. York, the collections ascertained, exceeds 
$20,000 sixteen firms, contributed each $500 amoun- 
ting to $8000; the stock exchange board $2,000. 

A Genosee farmer, who happened to be at the 
meeting held at New York, subscribed 1000 bushels 
of corn, and a shipowner of the city immediately 
seconded the generous impulse by subscribing to con- 
vey the corn free of charge to the sufferers in Ire- 
land—a donation equivalent to at least half the val- 
ue of the corn. 


Utica, N. Y., it is stated will contribute $2000.— 
(Rocuester, N. Y. $363,—Jersey city, by subscrip- 
tions $1000, (Parrerson, N. York by do $575;)— 
PirTsBURG, PENN., by subscriptions, over $2000;— 
Sr. Louis, Mo., by subscriptions, $1,320. 

Eleven vessels, laden with food tor Europeans left 
New York harbouron Monday. ‘he packet ship 
Virginia, which sailed on Monday from thence, took 
out 15,000 bushels of corn, 2,000 bbls of flour and 
meal-—-20U0 barrels onions—340 packages of cheese. 

Fiour vessels laden with food leit Philadelphia, on 
Tuesday. 

The Cadets at West Point miliary academy contri- 
buted 4300. 

At Albany, the members of the New York legisla- 
ture contributed $1,000. 

The legislature of New York have adopted reso- 
lutions recommending congress to appropriate half a 
million of dollars to the relief of Ireland. This we 
regard as altogether inoperative. 

The hands at work at Brooklyn Dry Dock, contribu- 
ted each a day’s work—which will amount to about 
$700. 

On Thursday the packet ships Cambridge, Quebec, 
and Duchess d’Orieans left N. Y. four Europe, besides 
three or four other ships laden with provisions. The 
Cambridge took for Liverpool an assorted cargo, 
amongst which was 13,265 bushs. of corn, 250 bbs. 
corn mea}, 2,488 bbs. of dour, 750 boxes and 35 casks 
of cheese &c. The Quebec; for the same port, had 
12.500 bushs. wheat, 6,300 bushs. barley, 1,300 bushs. 
oats, 1,800 bushs. corn, 2U0 sacks corn meal, 815 
bbs. of flour &c. The Dutchess, touk for Havre 
4,200 bushs. of corn 3,500 bushs. of wheat 210 bbls. 
of flour &c. We have noticed only parts of the food 
taken in those ships;—they had besides cotton, hides, 
ashes &c. &c. 

From the port of Baltimore the ship Eutaw, Ford, 
cleared on the 17th for Cork and a market, with 
18,000 bushs, of corn 1500 bbs, corn meal and 1500 
bbs. dour.—Riggs, Jenkins & co. 

The Barque Kouble, Foster, on the 16th for Lim- 
erick, with 5368 bags of corn.—T. Whitredge & co. 
Schooner Josephine, Lalaurette jun., for Galway, 
with 8925 bbs. white corn.—Chester & co. 

Brig Sabao, Sawyer, for Belfast, with 900 bushs. 
corn, in bags.—Joseph C. Yates. 

Barque R. H. Douglass, Norville, on the 18th for 
Sligo, 10,336 bush. corn im bags.—Meilvain & Wil- 
liams. ’ 
British Barque mail, Gordon, on the 18th for Cork 
1100 bbs. flour 1084 bbs. corn meal; 11,569 bushels 
corp; 12,000 feet pine lumber—Robert Garret & 
Son. 

Ship Manchester, Prentiss—on the 18th for Liver- 
pool with 6373 bbs, flour, 1000 bbs. corn meal &c.— 
Clark & Kellogg. 





BUSINESS CIRCLES. 
The remarkable feature of the moment is, that at 
this usually dull period of the year, when it is com- 
mon to have the marine of the country in port part- 
ly dismasted, or frozen up,—we have at present on 
the contrary every verse capable of freight employ- 
ed at the highest rates known for many years, and 
daily applications for more, more shipping—not to be 
had at any price. Government have a large propor- 
tion of our shipping now employed in carrying on the 
Mexican war. Government orders reached New 
York this week to employ 12 transports for imme- 
diate service. They were not to be had it is said at 
any price. They took, says the Journal of Commerce, 
the barque Godfrey 280 tons, or 2000 bbls. burthen, 
at $2 500 permonth! The Express says—''Freights 
are so exorbitant that we hardly dare quote them.— 
Sr. and 8s. 6d. have been paid for flour, and 27d. and 
98d. for corn to Ireland. The Sarah Sands has 


It is probable that a number of heavy Euro. 
ships will arrive shortly, to convey Secndceaiine 
Viedaive 0 rae, the ships of their navy are not 

espatched for that purpose, as was ear 
“ parliament at our last dates. mew awe 
ur government have now over a hundred of 
best merchant ships chartered fur operations in the 
gulf of Mexico. Many of them no doubt will be 
discharged by the, month of April, or first of May.— 
Such as are, will probably repair to N. Orleans for 
freights of cotton and provisions for Europe. 

The prices of flour and grain gradually subsided 
during the past week, from the point which the 
went up to on the arrival of the Sally Sands. At N. 
Y. neg was quoted yesterday at 7,25 for Gennes. 
ote one 7,00. Baltimore brands 6,75; corn 

At Philadelphia and Baltimore flour is quoted at 


6,25; prime red wheat 1,38. Corn at Phil c 
a°90; Baltimore 80 a 81. at Philadelphia 87 


Tux Vin'raGEs, throughout the whole of Europe (Eng- 
land not excepted) have the past season yielded a supply 
of grapes which for quantity as well as quality has per- 
haps never been equalled, or at all events excelled, in the 
present generation. 
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SENATE. 


Fesrvuary 11. A communication signed by one 
of the reporters of the Union, Mr. Houston, was 
aid before the senate, stating the reasons why a de- 
tailed report of the proceedings of the senate of the 
8th February, had not been given in that paper. 

Question of privilege.—The first business of the 
morning of public interest was the question of privi- 





lege, raised yesterday by Mr. Yulee on his resolution 
proposing the expulsion of the editors of the Union, 
and, in a second resolution, the reporters of the 
Union. 


The Vice President vindicated the decision made 
by him yesterday, declaring that the resolutions must 
lie over for one day, and that though “a matter of 
privilege,’ they were not a question of privilege."— 
Mr. Dallas chose to interpret the rule literally, and 
to make no distinction between questions of privilege 
and matters of business. 

‘ Mr. Badger of N. C. contended that questions like 
this were privileged questions, and were to be treat- 
ed as such. 


Mr. Webster also regarded the question as one of 
privilege and after a brief debate, 
Mr. Allen of Ohio moved to lay the question of 
appeal on the table. The motion was lost 21 to 97, 
The senate then reversed the Vice President’s de- 
cision, 29 to 20, and the resolutions of expulsion 
were then postponed until to-morrow. 

Three million bill. The special order, being called 
up, Mr. Corwin, of Ohio, addressed the Senate to a 
late hour. 


Mr. Corwin said he did not intend to go over the 
whole field of discussion. His only expectation was 
to gather, as it were, a sheaf or two from the wide 
field of debate before we should reach the general 
harvest. It was his misfortune to differ, not only 
from gentlemen upon the other side of the chamber, 
but from a majority of his own friends. When two 
senators like those upon the other side (Messrs. Cal- 
houn and Cass) were found so wide apart,—the one 
full of apprehension, the ather calm as a smooth sea, 
it might not be thought surprising that he should 
have his own mind excited by foreboding results.—~ 
The senator from Michigan was equally calm and 
equally tranquil and equally sure of peace, even when 
this question of Texas was first brought forward.—~ 
He did not intend to say aught calculated to excite 
even a feeling of regret in regard to Texas. He al- 
juded to the admission of that sister state only to 
show that all that had then been predicted had been 
realized. The times he regarded with the senator 
from South Carolina as critical for the country—cri- 
tical because at a time like this and aftera war of 
seven months we had but just heard of what the 
causes of this war were, and this in aspeech from a 
senator who was compelled to say that he had rather 
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not consent to prosecute a war which he helieved to 
be neither necessary nor just. He knew the respon- 
sibility he assumed in venturing to differ from his 
master, the president, for he assumed to address us as 
our master. But he should venture notwithstanding. 
He concurred with the President that the people of 
the United States neither sought nor forced war up- 
on Mexico, If they had he should probably have 
voted.men and money for the vigorous prosecution 
of the war. But it wag not the president but the ex- 
ecutive, and the army acting under his command, 
that had brought on this war. 

Mr. Corwin reprobated war and the causes of war, 
not only in the Uniled States and Mexico, but the 
world over, and traced the events from 1836 to the 
present time, and coming to 1845 he held that the 
causes of war were because Mexico would not re- 
evive John Slidell as minister plenipotentiary, but as 
John S'idell commissioner. . 

Mr. C. held in common with Mr. Benton's strong 
declaration made in one of the great Texan debates 
that the territory beyond the Nueces and on this side 
of the Rio Grande was Mexican territory and that 
therefore the president was responsible for assuming 
to dictate to, and determine for the two nations what 
were their boundaries, and that without the prescrib- 
ing thereof by eongress. Mr. C. also spoke of the 
three millions appropriation, and indicated that he 
would not vote for it. He wantedinformation. He 
wanted a reason for voting for it. He had seen none, 
and had heard none. Was it for the acquisition of 
California? We wanted not that country, and not 
needing it he would not consent to receive it at the 
price of so much blood and treasure as were necessa- 
ry to obtain it. 

Mr. C. replied to Mr. Cass, with sarcasm, denied 
all the positions laid down by the senator from Mi- 
chigan, and ridiculed the idea that with 100.000,000 
of acres of land we wanted more room. Alexander 
wanted room and conquered nations to obtain it, but 
what became of him and hisroom? Napoleon want- 
ed room, and the end of that n.an was the prixon of 
St. Helena. The great European powers wanted 
room, and to obtain it, they had destroyed Poland.-— 
Nebuchadnezzar wanted room and he had found it.- 
We too, want room, and are to haye it by rohbing 
Mexico of two thirds of her soil? We had got one 
fourth of it in the possession of Texas. We wanted 
more by securing California, not because it was ours, 
nor because Mexico was willing to give it to us, but 
because we wanted room, 

After Mr. Corwin closed, Mr. Bagby said he in- 
tended to address the senate to-marrow, and upon his 
motion the senate adjourned. 


Fesrvary 12. The bill to establish a U. S. court 
at Key West, was taken up and passed. 

Privilege.— The senate proseenns to the consider- 
ation of the following resolutions, heretofore submitt- 
ed by Mr. Yulee. 

Resolved, ‘That the editors of the Union—a news- 
pe per published in the city of Washington—having, 
in » publication contained in a number of that paper 
dated the 9ih of February, issued and uttered a pub- 
lic Jibel upon the character of this body, they be ex- 
cluded from the privilege of admission to the floor of 
the senate. 

Be it further resolyed, That the report ot the pro- 
ceedings of the senate of the 8th day of February in 
relation io the bill entitled “An act to raise, fora li- 
mited time, an additional military force, and for other 
purposes,” is partial and unjust to the body, and that 
the reporters for that paper be excluded for the re- 
sidue of the session from a place in the gallery of the 
seriate. 

Mr. Yulee then rose and stated, at some length, 
the grounds on which he had presented his resolu- 
tions. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. Y. had some of 
the offensive articles read in order that the senate 
might appreciate the justice of his movement. 

The article in the Union on which his action was 
founded, appeared in that paper of Tuesday night, 
and were predicated on the temporary falling through 
of the army bill, in consequence of tie disagreement 
between the two houses as to the details. ‘The arti 
cles in the Union consisted of a communication sign- 
ed * Vindicator,” which was endorsed by an edito 
rial. ‘Ihe following extracts from these articles will 
show their spirit: 

From the Union Tuesday night, 9th Feb. 

“Tus Army bitt.—A correspondent in this even- 
ing’s Union has pamled with strong and indignant 
feelings the rejection of the army bill by the senate 
of the United States. We are as much a-tonished 
by the grounds on which it was rejected, as by the 
failure of a measure so long agitated, so much de 
manded by a patriotic people, se essential to the vin- 
dication of our rights and our honor,” &c. 

[For the Union. ] 


tuating. 


and where swords, small arms, artillery, balls, shells 
and rockets are the weapons and stores. 


enemy in every conflict where we measured arms 


pending hetween the two great North American 
republics is raging over a widely extended theatre, 
and is waged with a great variety of weapons, and 
military stores.. A great number of leading champ- 
ions are figuring in the arena, and the success is fluc- 


The war rages along the line of operations of our 
army, and on the eastern and western coasts of Mex- 
ico, where our brave soldiers and sailors carry it on, 


On this 
part of the field of operations we have defeated the 


with them. 

The floor of congress is another section of the 
field of conflict. There the cause of Mexico is main- 
tained with zeal and ability; there the supplies of men 
and money are attempted to be withheld; there the 
sympathies of federalism are invoked in their behalf; 
there the war is branded with every abusive epithet, 
and the president of our country, who has so succe-s 

fully vindicated its honor by his pen, and before 
whose_vigorous arm the invading enemy has fled into 
his stronghold, 1s denounced as a bloody tyrant and 
murderer. The balls of state legislation also, so far 
as Massachusetts and North Carolina are concerned, 
exhibit similar scenes; there the Mexican cause has 
triumphed. We confess the disgraceful fact! 

In the senate of the United States, on yesterday, 
the Mexicans achieved another victory. The bill 
for organizing ten regiments of regular troops having 
been submitted with its amendments, to a committee 
of conference of the two houses, that committee una 

nin ously agreed on a report which was submittted to 
them for their approyal. The house of representa- 
lives at once adopted the report by a very large ma- 
jority. In the senate it was, in its most important 
feature, rejected by a majority of six. When the 
result was ascertained, a distinguished senator from 
Georgia exhibited the most marked takens of exulta- 
tion. Jt is the same senator who urges a withdrawal 
of our army from the Mexican territory! 

If Santa Anna, Ampudia, or any other Mexican 
general could snatch from our soldiers a correspond- 
ing victory, we should place them upop the same 
elevation where their compatriots, friends and fel- 
low soldiers in the senate of the United States now 
atand. 

As the friends of the U. States have, on this occa- 
sion, sustained a defeat, and the president has been 
deprived of ten thousand regulars, | should earnestly 
advise him to throw himself into the hands of the 
people, invoke their love of country, call out the 
remainder of the volunteers, and inevilable success 
will attend him. 

As for the public will in this country, it points to 
a war to the knife jf necessary, ample indemnity in 
the enemy’s territory, and no more namby pamby talk 
about a desire for peace! We want reparation for 
the past, and security for the future—and we will 
have them. VINDICATOR. 


After some debating, and a speech from Mr. Allen, 
of Ohio, in opposition to the proposed resolutions, 
Mr, Turney arose, and the debate for the residue of 
this day’s session was continued, as will be found re 
ported at page 391. 

Fesruary 13. Question of privilege —The resolu- 
tions of Mr. Yulee in reference to the editors of the 
Union, being taken up, 

Mr. Westcott addressed the senate and said that no 
senator upon the floor, no man in the country, was a 
better friend of the liberty of the press than himself, 
but he would hold no man a true friend of the press 
who would not unite with him in repressing ils licen- 
liousness. Mr. W. then went on to recapitulate nu- 
merous instances in which the senate and house of 
representatives had been libeiled in the Union.— 
Among them he noticed an article iy the Union of 
September, 1846, copied from the Richmond Enquir- 
er and endorsed by the Union, which amounted to a 
charge that members of congress had been bribed by 
Mr. Causten, the agent for a large number of the clai- 
mants, to vole for the passage of the French spolia- 
tion bill. 
the 9th inst., signed “Vindicator” which had given 
rise to the resolutions now before the senate, some 
believed that the author was some disappointed aspi- 
rant for military life, who thought the bill defeated 
and his hopes crushed, and wished to make himseli 
acceplubie to the administration to secure some other 
lavor. Mr, W. entertained no such belief. He be- 
lieved, firmly and truly believed, that it was a part 
and parcel of a pre-concerted attack of the adaiunis- 


South Carolina. 
proved this. 


nessee (Mr. Turney) yesterday was strongly corro- 
voralive of it. 
Mr. W. then went into the question—‘‘ what is de. 





AnworHer Mexican Victrory.—The war now 


In regard to the article in the Union of 


tration itself upon the distinguished senator from 
Every thing which had occurred 
The assault of the senator from ‘Ten- 


- _ — ~---<.~ 


this administration, democracy was nothing more 
than the “loaves and fishes”—yes, the “loaves an, 
fishes” from a lientenant-general down to a second. 
lieutenant. Mr. W. said he supposed that for what 
he was now saying, he would be read out of the de. 
mocratic party, of office holder-! Well, let them 
read him out. He did not want to remain in sych 
company. But hike his honorable friend from Ma. 
sac husetts, he would have to say,*:where shail | go? 
He could only say to his honorable friends being 
him, (the whigs,) that he could not go with then, — 
Mr. W. warned the demecracy of the Union against 
the dangers which beset them, If they could only 
see the corruption which had been brought about b 

this administration—ecculd only see how they werg 
made use of by those who were seeking only plunder 
—piunder of the public offices, they would view jt 
with astonishment and alarm. They would come 
here and tumble the president, heads of departments, 
senate, and house—whigs and democrats—heels over 
head into the Potomac, and serve thew right too,.— 
He did not believe that the elevation of the whigs to 
power would cure the evil. Corruption tiad laid jig 
fangs too deeply upon both parties, and there was no 
remedy for the evil, but the creation of a third perty, 
a pure, old-fashioned demociatic party, who would 
discard plunder in all its shapes, 

Mr. Mason, of Va., said he should vote against the 
expulsion of the editor, because it entrenched upon 
the liberty of the press and interfered with the con. 
stitulional power which said that “congress should 
pass no law abridging the freedom of the press.” 
This resolution was an amendment of the cunstitu. 
tion. Mr. M. said be was among those included in 
the denunciations of the paper, for be wad voted not 
to recede 80 a8 to give the president the power to 
make appointments in the recess of the senate. Mr, 
M. admitted that his friead, the editor of the Union, 
hac commitied a fault but it was a fault growing out 
of a want of discretion in regard to the admission of 
the article. He regarded the resolution as having 
a close resemblance to the alien and seditjon law as 
abridging the freedom of debate, as interfering with 
the rights of the press. He could not vote for it. 

Mr. J. MM. Clayton, was sorry that the first time 
the senator from Virginia had raised his voice in this 
body it should have been in defence of executive 
power. How could the senator come to the con- 
clusion that the withdrawal of an editor from the 
floor of this body was an abridgement of the freedom 
of speech? Jt was no more so than the removal of 
man from agentieman’s parlor who had been guilly 
vf an insuil to the gentleman or his family. 

Mr. Pearce, of Md., made a pointed speech in re- 
ply to Mr, Mason. He said the senate were enace 
ting no alien and sedition law, and inflicting no pun- 
j-hment; they neither proposed to take from him his 
persoval liberty nor money by fine, but i was 
justly proposed to remove from the presence of the 
body the person of a man who had |ibeled thebody. 

Mr. Yulee continued the debate in part reply to bis 
colleague and in defence of the expulsion. 


Mr. Buller of S.C. was disposed to compromise 
the question by referring the offence and the offender 
lo acommiltee. Hedid not know but the editor 
was ap officer of this body. He would inquire as (a 
the facts and give the clilencer an opportunily lo 
apologise. 

Mr. Hannegan was not ready to adopt the resolu: 
tion though be held in contempt and indignation (he 
author of the jibel upon the senate. 

Mr. Bright replied to Mr. Westcott. ) 

Mr. Calioun next spoke, and in fayor of a true lib- 
erly of the press as distinguished from its Jicentious 
ness. 


Mr. Archer also spoke, and the yeas and nays were 
then taken, and the editors of the Union expelled 


from a privilege to the fluor of the senate chamber, 
yeas 27, nays 2], as follows; 

YEAS.—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Buller, 
Calhoun, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton. 
Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, vans, Greene, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Juhoson, of La.. Mangum, Mil 
ler, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Websieh 
Wesitcort, Woodbridge, ¥ulee--27. ; 

NAYS.—Meesrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather'an, 
Bagby, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, pace 
insun, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Mase! 
Niles, Sevier, Soule, Siurgeon, ‘hurney—2l. C tho 

A message was received from the president of \ 
United States, which was read and reierred. | 
senate aujourned. 

kepruarRy 15. The War. 
the luijow ing resululions: ‘ 

Resolved, ‘Ltiat the war now existing wil) Mi tt 
ought not to be prosecuted for the acquisitivd § ” 
riory to form new states lo Ue adop ed tuto Lis Vil ; 

Resolved, ‘that it ought to be signified to tie 6» . 
ernment of Mexico, that the government of the Li 
ted States does not desire to dismember the reps 
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of Mexico, and is ready to treat with the government 
ef that republic for peace, for a liberal adjustment of 
poundaries, and for just indemnities due by either 
government to the citizens of the other. 

Mr. Websler said it was not his purpose to interfere 
with the three million bill by the introduction of these 
resolutions. He merely wished ta lay them upon the 
table, and would call them up hereafter, when he 
designed to give his views upon the important sub- 
jects whieh they embraced. 

Nuval Pensions. On motion of Mr. Fuirfield the 
pill reviving certain naval pensions for the term of 
five years taken up, and after explanation was pas- 


ed. 

. Civil and diplomatic. The committee on finance 
reported the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
with amendments. 

Oregon donations. The committee on the judiciary 
reported back the bill togrant donation rights to 
settiers in Oregon, without amendment. 

War steamers. On motion of Mr, Fairfield, the bil! 
to provide for the construction of four steam frigates 
for the navy, was taken up, and after a brief debate 
was passed. [The vessels are estimated to cost $500,- 
000 each, and the bill appropriates $1,000,000 to- 
wards it. The selection of wood or iron as the ma- 
terial is left to the department. ] 

The three million bill was taken up. Mr. Bagby ad- 
dressed the senate at length in defence af the admin- 


istration, and reiterated the charge that the annexa- 


tion of Texas was the immediate cause of the war. 

He was in favor of the bill, and of the vigorous pro. 

secution Gf the waras the only means of securing a 
eace. 

” The senate then went intoexecutive session, and 
afier some time spent therein, adjourned. 

Fesrvary 16. The following memorials and pe- 
tilions were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Atchison: From the legislature of the 
state of Missouri, asking the adoption of some meas- 
ures for enabling the owners of slaves to prevent the 
same from escaping into Canada, and for their re- 
covery when there, 

By ‘Mr. Corwin: Resolutions of the legislature of 
Ohio, stating that they have full confidence in the 
bravery and skillof Major Generals Scott and Tay- 
lor. 

Also, from the same, in favor of the increase of 
pay of those volunteers who have served in Mexico. 

By Mr. Alien: Resolutions of the legislature of 
Ohio in relation to the exclusion of slavery from 
Oregon or-in territories that may be hereafter an- 
nexed. 

By Mr. Cameron: From citizens of Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of a speedy termination of the 
present war. 


Also, from citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsy]- 
Yania, asking the adoption of some measures for pre- 
— the mtroduction of foreign paupers and crim- 
inals. 

. Also, from citizens of the same county, remonstra- 
ting against a distribution of the public lands to the 
slales in which they lie. 

Three million bill. Mr. Badger, arose and address- 
ed ihe senate. Mr. B noticed the editorial course 
ol the administration organ, the Union, and reproba- 
led what he considered jts violence and proscriplive 
course endeavoring to plunge the whole people of 
this country into such asperities as were rife in the 
days of Fouche of he French revolution, proscribing 
allwho refuse to subscribe to government measures, 
and exciting one portion of the people to spying 
agalust, informing on, and denouncing other portions 
a8 enemies and traitors, who refused to surrender 
their own opinions to the wild extravagancies of the 
powers that be, From the central point of the Union 
hewépaper, jt way being endeavored to overspread 
the land with this system of gcevernment police, to 
denounce and proscrive every individual whose faith 
Mr. B. 
Yiddicated his state, N.C., from the aspersions of 

t. Polk's organ, and defended its legislative rego- 
lutions Charging Mr. Polk with the inceptiun of the 
first overt act of war, thereby plunging the country 
Into its present embarrassments. 

Ir. B also quoted from a message written by 
me Jefferson, December 9, 1805, and sent to 
iene in Which Mr. J. declined to act without 

rection of congress. He would not order troops 
he oto what was then our territory unless go or- 
ident Congress, and his reasons were that this ad- 
— might be an act of war? He did not feel at 
an te ‘vu order our officers 1o march even into the 
man erhood of an enemy, unless congress should 
a — lo do so. Mr. Polk, on the contrary, had 
F isin ie order for General laylor to advance, and 
sn anuary, when congress was in session. ‘This 
act ol war, and that act of war undoubtedly 


Produced ayer . 
engaged. the war in which the president was now 


{ 


thets to the president for this, but he would say that 
it was an act done beyond the law, beyond the con- 
stitution, and without information to conzress. 

The question was nat whether Mexico had done 
wrong. He admitted it all; but had the president 
in consequence of this wrong, and upon his own re- 
sponsibility, a right to involve this country in war? 
If the president was sovereign there mightbe some 
reason for this, but there was no reason for it now. 
The president had no sovereignty warranting the ex- 
ercise of any such conduct. 

Mr. B. here in reply to a question from Mr. Cass 
referred Mr. Cass to Mr. Calhoun, who had cited 
the letter of Mr. Mark, American consul at Ma- 
tamoros, showing the intentions of General Arista as 
proof of the Mexican disposition to maintain peace- 
ful relations, and determination not to cross the Rio 
Grande provided General Taylor did not advance 
to its intermediate border. 

This led to some other controversy between Mr. 
Badger and Mr. Sevier of Arkansas, in which the 
latter senator endeavered to cite Mr. Madison’s con 
duct asin contrast with Mr. Jefferson’s and in harmo. 
ny with Mr. Polk's. 

When Mr. Badger had closed his argument, 

Mr. Pearce, of Md , asked leave to say a word to 
strengthen one point of the senator’s argument. He 
had said that the taking posssession of an enemy’s 
country was an act of war, and hadcited Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s message of 1805. It was here the eenator from 
Arkansas had interrupted him by stating a reverse 
of the case in the action of Mr. Madison. 

Now this was not the correct statement of the case. 
Mr. Madison had endorsed Mr. Jefferson and invo- 
ked the guidance of congress before action upon his 
own responsidilily. Mr. Pearce cited two or three 
strongexamples in Madison’s conduct, and in con- 
temporaneous action to show that Mr. Polk acte:i 
solitary and alone in ordering Gen. Taylor to ad- 
vance from Corpus Christito the Rio Grande. 


Mr. Sevier, in repiy, thought that he could show 
that Mr. Madison’s conduct was a precedent in point 
for Mr. Polk, and also that the senate and country 
had knowledge that Mr. Polk designed toorder the 
advance of our troops under Gen. Taylor before 
January, 1846. 

After an executive session, and acting upon some 
military appointments, the senate adjourned. 


Feproary 17.—.4lien petitions—The vice president 
laid before the senate a petition of John A Barry, a 
subjectof Great Britain, praying an extension of the 
appellate jurisdiction of the supreme court of the 
United States, so as to embrace the case recently 
before the supreme court, upon an appeal from the 
circuit court of the United States for the southern 
district of New York, in which he was the plaintiff 
in error, and which was dismissed by the supreme 
court for want of jurisdiction. 

The vice president, in presenting this petition, sub- 
mitted to the senate the determination of the ques- 
tion whether aliens have the right to petition. 

Mr. Webster presumed there could be no question 
as to the right of aiiens, of a {rjendly nation, to pe- 
tition congress. A contrary course had been adopt- 
ed some years ago, but it was under an erroneous 
impression that according to parliamentary law 
uliens were not permitted to petition the British par- 
liament. It would be found on reference to q late 
work on parliamentary law, that there was no rule 
to exclude aliens from the right of petition. On the 
contrary they had as much right to petition as Brit- 
ish subjects had. 


No one whether subject or alien had aright to 
petition parliament for aclaim which would draw 
money from the royal treasury, wilhout the assent 
of the sovereign, which was generally, in such cases, 
endorsed upon the petition by some of the ministry 
ur by some responsible person. This it was, probably 
which had given rise to the impression that aliens 
could not petution parljament. He could see nothing 
in the rules to prevent it, and he held that alien 
friends had a perfect right to petition. 

Mr. Calhoun took the opposite side, and contended 
that aligns could only invoke the actign of congress 
through the executive branch of the government, 
to which was entrusted by the constitution the man- 
agement of the foreign rejations of the country. 
Afier some further debate the subject was, on 
Mr. Huntington’s motion, postponed until to-mor- 
row. 

The nayal appropriation bil}, was then resumed, and 
an amendment to take off the restriction upon the 
number of Boalswains, Gunners, Carpenters and 
Sailmakers, in the service, imposed by the act of 
August, 1842, was agreed to, An amendment to 
authorise the appointment of a number additional 
surgeons was agreed to. Pending an amendment to 
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The three million bill was then taken up, 
Mr. Colquitt, aldressed the senate at considerable 
length in support of the war and in vindication of 
the president from the charges recently brought 
against him upon the floor of the senate in reference 
to the war and the course of tie “Union.” 

Mr. Butler obtained the floor for to-morrow, and 
the bill was then postponed. 

The amendment of the house to the revolutionary 
pension bill, and the bill concerning the appellate 
jurisdiction of the supreme court, were concurred in. 

The rest of the day was devoted to the considera - 
tion of private bills upon the calendar, and about 30 
were passed before the adjournment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuorspay, Fes. 1!. Three millions. The house 
went into committee of the whole upon the three 
millions bill—Mr. Norris, of N. H. in the chair, — 

The “Wilmot proviso” was the principal topic of 
dabate, and the discussion was participated in on 
one side by Messrs. Dobbin, of N.C. Bayly, of Va. 
and Giles, of Md. and on the other side by Mr. Gor- 
don. 

The committee rose at 4 o’clock, leaving Mr. 
Stephens, of Ga. entitled to the floor. 

The Speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion of the secretary of the treasury giving the names 
of Mr. Walker’s assistants out of the treasury dee 
partment in framing the tariff act of 1846. 

Mr. Chapman, of Md. gave notice of his intention 
to bring in a bill authorising marshals of the Distriot 
of Columbia to serve subpoenas from the courts of 
Maryland in certain cases. 

The house adjourned for want of a quorum, four- 
fifths of the members being in the senate chamber, 

Fripay, Fep. 12. Treasury department. Mr. Rath- 
bun rose te a question of privilege growing out of a 
call upon the secretary of the treasury, and proposed 
a resolution directing the secretary of the treasury 
forthwith to report to this house the names of secret 
inspectors. Mr. Rathbun said that the secretary of 
the treasury had disobeyed the order of a previous 
resolution, and for that purpose he had proposed an 
order from the house. 

The speaker in answer to a point of order raised by 
Mr. Dromgoole, declined to receive the question as 
one of privilege. 

Mr. Rathbun said that an officer of the government 
had set up his individual authority over an order of 
this house. He had undertaken to say what infor- 
mation the house should be in possession of and 
what reserved. ‘The secretary of the treasury had 
declined to give the desired information. He had 
chosen to withhold the names of secret inspectors, 
many of whom were drawing Jarge sums from the 
treasury, and some of whom remained in the city 
during the session of congress, receiving their per 
diem. He had ina letter before him the names of 
seventeen of the men, secret jnspectors, and he only 
wanted that information officially which the country 
had unofficially. 











authorize the appointment of a pyrotechnist, the bill 





He did not design to address harsh epi- | 


was postponed until to-morrow 


Mr. Bayly opposed the resolution, The secretary 
of the treasury bad given good reasons for the omige 
sion to publish the names. It would be necessary to 
conceal these inspectars from the smugglers, as other- 
wise their usefulness would be gone. There were 
thirteen of them when the present administration 
came into power. ‘There were but nine now. The 
statement of the secretary of the treasury was cor- 
rect, no doubt, and that of the gentleman from New 
York, untrue, unintentionally no doubt. 

Mr. Rathbun denied this, and complained of the 
offensive denial. His remark was that upon the 
evidence of letters from intelligent persons before 
him. 


With some further debate the appeal was laid upon 
the table, and the call for infornjation went with it, 

The resolution of thanks to Gen. Taylor, was, quietly 
referred to the committee on military adairs, 

Three million bill. A resolution was adopted to 
close the debate on the three million biJl on Monday 
at half past two o’clock. Agreed to by a vote of 95 
to 63. 

‘The house passed over private business, and at 
once went into committee of the whole upon the 
bill. 

Mr. Stephens, of Ga. made a speech on the war 
question and other matters growing out of the war, 
Mr. S. argued that the war wag one of conquest, and 
he was opposed to the extension of our borders 
through a war of conquest. 

The debate was continued by Mr. Dillingham, of 
Vt. Mr. D. had voted for the annexation of Texas, 
and for the existence of the war with Mexico, but 
was opposed to the extension of slavery and in favor 
of the Wilmot proviso. 

Messrs. M. Brown, Collin, and Harmanson, con- 
tinued the debate, after which the house adjourned. 

Sarurpay, Fes. 13. Three million bill. The house 
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Mr. B's preamble after setting forth this language 
went on say in effect that assilence might be deemed 
acquiescence in the truth of such charges, that there- 
fore a committee of one from each state and territo- 
ry be appointed, to wait upon the senate, and re- 

uest them to take measures to make good the charges 
so far as members of this house are concerned, and 
communicate the result of their investigations to the 
house, in order to be laid before the American peo- 


a 


Phe speaker, ruled his proposition to be out of order. 


Mr. B. appealed, and the speaker’s decision was sus- 
—_ Douglas asked to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the question growing out of the alleged 

rtial and false reports of the Union, in regard to 
Mr. Wentworth, upon the ground that there was no 
time to act upon the subject referred to the commit- 
tee. The report was agreed to. 

Mr. Douglas asked further, in consequence of the 

ast, to protest against having any thing reported as 
from him in the Union regarded as his own, in con- 
sequence of the false and garbled reports of his 
speeches which had hitherto heen credited as his 

n. 
ow state of Wisconsin. The house went into commit- 
tee upon territorial business, and a bill for the ad- 
mission of Wisconsin was laid aside to be reported 
to the house. 

Mr. Sawyer of Ohio, made a speech against the 
“Wilmot proviso” upon this bill, after which the 
the committee rose and the house adjourned. 

Tvespay, Fes. 16. Ohio resolutions. Mr. Harper 
presented the joint resolutions of the legislature of 
Ohio, in opposition to the extension of slavery. 

Wisconsin state. The bill for the admission of 
Wisconsin was taken up with an amendment pen- 
ding, moved by Mr. Rockwell, of Conn., granting an 
additional section of land—640 acres—for each dis. 
trict, for purposes of common school education.— 
The amendment was rejected, by yeas 58, nays 80. 
The bill was then passed. 

The bill extending the charter for the bank of 
Georgetown, in order to enable the bank to collect 
its debts and toenable them to wind up their bu- 
siness, 

Also, a bill for the sale of salt spring lands in 
Michigan, Illinois and Arkansas, were passed. 

A bill for granting donative rights of land to set- 
tlers in Oregon was reported on leave and referred. 

General Taylor.—Mr. Carroll, of New York, 
from the committee on military affairs, reported 
back the resolutions as amended by the senate, and 
with the recommendation that the senate amend ments 
be concurred in—first, presenting the thanks of con- 
gress to Gen. Taylor and his officers and men for their 
fortitude, skill, enterprise, and courage which distin- 
guished the late brilliant military operations at Mon. 
lerey; secondly, a gold medal with emblematic devi- 
ces to be presented to General Taylor, &¢; thirdly, 
the president to communicate said resolutions to Gen 
Taylor. 

Mc. J. Thompson moved to amend by directing the 
president to cause gold medals to be struck and pre- 
sented to Major Generals Butler and Henderson, and 
to Brigadier Generals Twiggs, Worth, and Quitman, 
and also to the nearest male relative of Brig. Gen’I. 
Hamer. 

Mr. Crozier, of Tenn., proposed to insert also the 
name of Colonel Wm. B. Campbell of Tennessee, 


| and hoped that Mr, T. would accept the amend- 


ment. 


Mr. Thompson asked if it was the gentleman’s in- 
tention to give medals to all the the officers at Mon- 
terey? 

Mr. Crozier, asked in return whether the gentle- 
man intends to confer the medals upon a certain 


| grade of officers merely because they happened to be 


present at this engagement, or were they on the other 
hand intended as evidences for distinguished services? 
Mr. C. contended that Col. Campbell was more de- 
Serving of such honorable distinction than some of 
the brigadier generals mentioned. Our legisla- 
<i history ought to conform to the facts of the 
ase, 

After much debating and controversy, Mr. Gordon 
called the previous question, and Mr. Thompson’s 
amendment was assented to, by yeas 131, nays 21. 

By an inadvertence Mr. T’s amendment was found 
lo be misplaced, so as to precede the thanks to Gen- 
eral Taylor ,yet the house adhering to its rules 
of order, thus concurred in the amended resolutions 
and returned to them the senate. 

Wepnespay, Fes. 17. Milage—The bill on mi- 

®age, reported by J. P. Martin, of Ky., came up, 


and the previous question being called and seconded, 


Was read a third time and passed. (The bill directs 


the mileage to be estimated by the shortest mail 
Toute.) 


More army officers. Mr. Haralson from the commit- 
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tee on military affairs, reported a bill makin; furth- 
er provision for an additional number of general of— 
ficers, and for other purposes. Mr. H. moved to 
commit the bill to the committee of the whole on 
the stateof the Union. Azreed to. 

An explanation was allowed to be made, from Mr. 
Sawyer, as to a controversy with Mr. Culver. 

Petition from an alien.—The spéaker presented a 
memorialof John A. Barry, a British subject, pray- 
ing among other things, for the passage of an act 
clothing the circuit court of the United States with 
jurisdiction to issue the writ of habeas corpus ad subji- 
ciendum at the common law, to inquire into causes 
of private detention or restraint, where an alien shall 
be a party; also, that appellate jurisdiction may 
be extended to the supreme court of the U. States 
in certain cases; and also for legislative provision 
for entitling writs of error on final judgments in 
proceedings by habeas corpus, ad subjiciendum to be 
heard by the supreme court of the United States 
in precedency of all other writs of error and ap- 
peals. The memorial was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The naval pension bill, was taken up, and passed. 

Territories. ‘The bill establishing additional land 
offices, and for the sale of mineral lands, was debated 
foran hour or more upon the question of selling 
mineral lands, and was fioally passed. 

Territory of Minnesota.—The bill establishing the 
territorial government of “Itaska,” was then taken 
up. 

Mr. Morgan L. Martin moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the word *Itaska” (name of a lake near 
source of the Mississippi) wherever oecurring, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘Minnesota,’” 
(name of the principal river in the territory.) 

Mr. Fries went into a very warm and pointed re— 
ply to charges made in a former speech of Mr. 
Sawyer against those who advocated the Wilmot 
proviso, as dividing the democratic party and weak- 
ening the hands of the president. 

Mr. Douglas said as this was the only time allotted 
for the consideration of territorial business, he hoped 
gentlemen would not take it upin general discus— 
sions. He moved that the committee rise, which 
motion prevailing — 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. Douglas moved |he usual resolution to close 
the debate in half an hour after the committee shall 
again resume its session on the bill establishing the 
territorial government of liaska. The resolution was 
agreed to. 

The house again resolved itself in committee of 
the whole on the bill to establish a territorial gov— 
ernment of Itaska. 

Mr. Sawyer went into a reply to his colleague, 
(Mr. Fries,) explaining his former speech as having 





been more especially directed against Mr Brinkerhoff, 
and stated that he had expressly and personally as- 
sured his colleague (Mr. Fries) that his remarks had | 
no reference whatever to him. He had till now sup- | 
posed that gentieman his personal bosom friend, to | 
whom he might open every feeling of his heart, and 

complained bitterly of his disappointment. 

Many explanations and refoinders took place he- | 
tween these gentlemen, and it became, in fact,a | 
general battle on Onio politics, “hards” and ‘‘softs,”’ | 
abolitionists, party editors, &c. 

The whole debate was decidedly rich, and drew 
the attention and excited not a little the merriment 
of the house. 


The vote on Mr. M. L. Martin’s amendwent was 
about being taken; when . 

Mr. Winthrop rose and said, if the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Martin to substitute the name of 
**Minnesota” for “‘itaska”’ did not prevail, he would 
move to substitute the name of “Chippewa” for 
“‘Itaska.”’ 

Mr. Jacob Thompson disliked all these Indian names 
and proposed to call the new territory by the name 
of ‘*‘Jackson,”’ as a proper tribute to that distinguish- 
ed patriot. 





Mr. Houston, of Delaware, would suggest that, if | 


one of the future states of this union, was to be 
named after any American citizen, living or dead, he 
thought it would be decidedly better to call it after 
the father of his gountry, and call it‘*Wasnineton.” 
True we had a city which bore his beloved and ever 
venerated name, but so had we various towns, vil- 
lages, and counties which bore the name of Jackson. 
He thought if the name of any of our statesmen were 
to be fixed upon a state, the honor ought surely to be 
reserved for the man whose title would ever be ‘the 
father of his country.” 

Mr. W. W. Campbell expressed his hope that the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would be adopted, and that the name of Chippewa 
would be fixed upon. 

The question was then taken on strking out ‘[tas- 





ka,” and inserting ‘‘Minnesota.” 


The name of Minnesota was agreed to 
count. 


The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the house as amended. 

Mr. Douglas moved to amend the bill soas to limit 
the sessions of the legislature of the territory of Min- 
nesota to “forty days” instead of “sixty days.”— 
Agreed to. Mr. Douglas moved the previous ques- 
tion, and under its operation the bill was engrossed 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Winthrop moved to amend the title by substi- 
tuting the name of “‘Chippewa” for ‘‘Minnesota.” 

The chair ruled the amendment out of order, as 
the bill had been passed. 

Mr. Winthrop said he had listened attentively fto 
the question on agreeing to the title, but did not hear 
the chair propound it. Mr. W. said he would not press 
his amendmeat. The house adjourned. 


without a 














FAMINE IN EUROPE: 





RELIEF FOR IRELAND. 


Humanity is consoled by the practical evidences 
of sympathy which are now bein: manifested towar’s 
our suffering fellow beings in Ireland. The accounts 
from that unhappy and ill fated people brought by 
the last arrival are truly heart-rending. For heaven’s 
sake let them partake of our superabundance,—and 
that promptly. 

A MEETING AT THE CITY oy WasHINnGTon was held 
on Tuesday evening, at which Geo. M. Dallas, vice 
president of the United States presided, supported by 
vice presidents selected from members of congress 
from every state and territory of the Union. A 
committee was appointed to prepare an address to 
the people of the United States. 

Mr. Webster from the committee soon after re- 
ported the following resolutions, which he prefaced 
with a brief, but impressive speech. 

1. That the famine now existing in Ireland is so 
extensive, and is attended in many places with such 
appalling scenes of distress, as to present a proper 
ease for national sympathy and charity. 

Il. That the enlightened and improved spirit of 
the age, the dictates of humanity, and the authority 
of our holy religion, all suggest to the people of the 
United States that such unexampled calamity and 
suffering ought to overcome in their regard all con- 
siderations of distance, foreign birth, and residence, 
and difference of national character, and that it is 
enough that they are men, women, and children, and 
as such belong to our own intelleciual human na- 
ture 

ill. That, taking into consideration the necessity 
of prompt as well as general action, in order to pro- 
duce a beneficial result, and that in this city are as- 
sembled, at the present moment, many persons from 
all parts of the country, it has appeared fit that mea- 
sures for a general national movement in favor of 
the suffering poor of Ireland should commence here: 
Therefore 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the 
people of the United States a general contribution 
in money or provisions, the proceeds to be forwarded, 
with all practicable despatch, to the scene of suffer- 
ing. 

Resolved, That his honor the Mayor of New York, 
the Hon. Moses H. Grinnell, of the city of New 
York, and the Hon. Cornelius W. Lawrence, collec- 
tor of customs of the saidcity, be requested to act 
asa general coinmilttee to receive contributions, and 
to forward the same to such ports and places in Ire- 
land, and place them in such hands for distribution, 
as they in their discretion may think advisable. 

Resolved, That his honor the Mayor of New Or- 
leans and — be requested also, as a general 
committee, to receive such contributions as may be 
forwarded to that city, and to forward the same 
to such ports and places in Ireland, and place them 
in such hands for distribution, as they in their dis- 
cretion may think advisable. 

Resolved, ‘hat it be recommended to the inhahi- 
tants of all the cities, towns, and villages in the Unit- 
ed States immediately to appoint committees to re- 
ceive contributions and make collections to be for- 
warded to the general committees in New York and 
New Orleans; and that the amount of all contribu- 
tions be transmitted by the said general committees 
in flour, Indian corn or meal, and other provisions, 
as the said committees may deem expedient. 

Resolved, That the general committees be request= 
ed to make public, from time to time, the progress 
of the contributions, and the amounts transmitted to 
Ireland, 

Resolved, That the mayor of Washington,}the hon. 
Edward A. Hannagan, of the senate of the U. States, 
the hon. Hugh White, Wm. W. Woodworth, of the 
house of representatives of the United States, W. W. 
Corcoran, Thos. Carberry, R. C. Weightman, Wm. 











, 


Ein pene 


wagner 























































Feet eke 
oo 










ea al I RET SMe am ten 
“i pedi saree roars ~ e 











on, as a 
ein 


Piet cd oe 
Mat Oe Dae 


a SPS hot ae a ce. 
, er ee whine nr ty pamerthe "CS 
; . a . RN Hennes 2 eNO =o ; 
Misi ” “4 - . eS Se . —— —— REE — - ~ 
Se Sn ee Ee eee ere USS a me : pace ee on 
Filed dan pee ee OS EIS ER 8 Ligh ae WR ROBE R 5 se oe 


re a 
ee 


> ag 


a eo 


390 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB. 20, 1847—FAMINE IN EUROPE. 





ane en 


~~ 





> ——_———— 





= 


Gunton, Wm. A. Bradley, B. B. French, W. E. 
Robinson, Gregory Ennis, and G. Bailey, jr. esqrs, 
of the city of Washington, be a committee to re- 


other covering than the rags they wore when alive.— 
One gentlemar, a good and charitable man, speaking 
of this case, says:— ‘The distress is so appalling, that 


ceive contributions from the inhabitants of Washing 
ton and persons now resident therein. 





we must throw away all feelings of delicacy;” and 


The remarks of vice president Dallas, Mr. Web-_ and another says—“I would rather give Is to astarv- 


ingly |g man than 4s. 6d. for a coffin.” 140 died in Skib- 
Saneediane Se eoaaadmeinten, etn 4 _bereen work-houge in one month; 8 have died in one 


ceived by the meeting with approbation. day: and Mr. McCarthy Downing states, that “they 
Measures are taking in all directions for carrying Came into the house merely and solely for the pur- 
out the laudable object proposed by the meeting at | pose of getting a coffin.” f 
the Capitol. The Rev. M. Clancy visits a farm, and there, in 
one house “he administered the last rites of religion 
Dusim, January 16.—There is not a single coun- to six persons.”” On a subsequent occasion, he pre- 
@yin Ireland which does not suffer most severely.— | pared for death a father and a daughter lying in the 
"As the winter advances, Ulster begins to reel the same bed. 
‘pressure of destitution, even in those districts which,| The Rev. Mr. Caulfield sees “13 members of one 
in ordinary seasons, have been as prosperous as many | family lying down in fever."’ 
parts of England. ‘The “‘pattern county” of Downis' The Rev. Mr. Fitzpatrick retires to rest at 3 o’clok 
not exempt from the general suffering. Respecting | in the morning, and rises after a couple of hours hea- 
Fermanagh, a correspondent of the Londonderry Stan- | yy sleep. It is the same with his coadjutors. 
dard, gives the following statement: Dr. Donovan solemnly assures a public meetirg 
“The effects of famine and destitution in Ferma- | that the people are “dropping in dozens about them.” 
magh are becoming more apparentevery day. Inthe; Mr. Marmion says that work on the public road is 
‘first place, our poor house is literally crammed, con- | even more destructive than fever; forthe unfed wretch- 
taining at present nearly 1200 inmates, and the re-! es have not energy enough to keep their blood in cir- 
newed and numerous applications that are made eve-| culation, and they drop down from the united effects 
xy week render it impossible that such numbers as are of cold and hunger—never to rise again. 
crammed into it can be located there without produ-| The accounts from Mayo, given in the Freeman’s 
cing ultimately the most disastrous consequences, | Journal, are very painful. In the parish of Cong, 27 
which must result (if additional accommodation be | deaths occurred within a week; in a neighboring par- 
not provided) eventually in the outbreak of fever, and | ish, a like number in three weeks. The Rey. Pat- 
other contagious diseases. rick Fitzgerald, Roman Catholic curate of Kilgeever, 
Many families, who not long since lived comforta- | thus illustrates the intensity of the famine: — 
bly and happy, are forced to seek an asylum inthe; JI shall never forget the impression made on my 
poor-house, where they may receive temporary suste-| mind a few days ago by the most heart rendering case 
nance. In the next place, our streets are daily crow- | of starvation. Ihave witnessed the poor mother of 
ded with the begging poor, and the strong athletic | five in family sending her little children, almost life- 
youth, whose squalid and famished Jooks show that | less fron hunger, to bed; and despairing of ever again 
the ravages of famine and distress are making inroads | seeing them alive, she took her last leave of them. In 
to every part of our county. True, many means of the morning, her first act was to touch their lips with 
employment have been devised, and numbers are ob-| her hand, to see if the breath of life stil remained; but 
taining work, but whose wages are barely able to af-| the poor mother’s fears were not groundless, for not a 
ford one meal in the day to their families.” ‘breath could she feel from some of her dear little 
From Cavan, the Anglo Celt gives the following: | children; that night buried them in the night of eter- 
“Deatus spy Srarnvation.—The Protestant clergy- | nity.” 
man of the parish of Kilsherdiney, near Cotchill, wri-| By way of climax may be added the following hor- 
tes to us that—‘Within the last three cay, three in- | rible relation from the Cork Constitutional:— 
dividuals have died of starvation in this parish, mak- ‘Going into the hotel yard, I perceived an unfortu- 
ing in allseven persons in the last fortnight. Janua-}| nate woman rush by me and take some fish-guts which 
ry 11,1846.” lay in a fetid pool, and retiring she ate them ravenous- 
Crime is rapidly increasing in some counties of|ly. On getting outside the gate-way, she reeled for 
Ulster. a few paces and then fell; but, while lying exhausted 
Dr. James McCormack, in a letter tothe Cork Con- | on the street, with the most savage ferocity she con- 
stitution, dated Crookhaven, Jan. 11, says the deaths | tinued to gnaw the disgusting entrails.” 
in that place from starvation “average seven a day.—}| The increase of robberies and depredations close to 
One hundred have already died of starvation, and five | the public works has elicited a circular from the 
times that number must immediately follow:” | Board of Works, announcing that “in all cases where 
Arrivats OF Irish Poor.—For some weeks past} suchmight have been prevented by the men employ- 
the arrivals in Liverpool of these destitute people have ed on the works, or the otienders seized by them, and 
continued to increase; and on Saturday the daily num-| where they do not assist to bring the guilty parties to 
_ ber had reached 1000 individuals. On Sunday, how-/ justice, the works will be forthwith suspended ” 




















—=_ 
made upon Mr. Harrington, the principal overseer in 
that parish, because he was a stranger in that distric, 
Mr. Harrington was severely beuten, but we are glad 
to hear that the medical attendant has pronounced 
his life out of danger. 
The statements made with respect to the purchase 
of fire arms are quite unfounded; the only trader who 
is engaged in the sale of these articles in the Skibbe. 
reen Union, comprising a population of nearly 100. 
000 persons, has of late sold but 15 guns and 2 pis. 
tols, which were disposed of to men in the highest 
ranks. 
The condition of the country around Cork, is most 
appalling, starvation being universal, deaths from 
want of food frequent, and fearfully on the increase 
whilst despair has seized upon the public mind from, 
the apparent indisposition of the government to exert 
itself for the preservation of the people. 
The prices of food have risen to a price which pla- 
ces it far beyond the reach even of those amongst the 
laboring clases who are employed; and this most yp. 
fortunate condition is mainly attributable to the obstj. 
nate refusal of the government to establish food de. 
pots, throughout the country, and to the discourage. 
ment given by it at an early period to the procuration 
of food from funds raised by private subscrijtions, by 
its refusal to aid any funds applicable to the object of 
lowering the prices of food even to the poor and the 
destitute. 
Numerous vessels of war are employed in the tran- 
sit of provision. The whole number of ships em- 
ployed in this service is 44; tonnage 27,253. Of stea. 
mers there are 31; tonnage 21,773; horse power 7,943 
and men 2,363. 
In addition to the above there must be added the 
crews lent from guard-ships, &c., amounting to be- 
tween 600 and 700 men, making a total of nearly 3. 
000 men. And three of the larger packets will be 
temporarily taken from their stations for the relief 
service, of which the aggregate tonnage would proba- 
bly be about 2,000, and the amount of horse power 
between 600 and 800. 

MR. CLAY’S SPEECH 
At a town meeting recently held in New Orleans, to 
devise measures for the relief of the suffering poor in 
Ireland: 
Mr. Cray, having been invited by the committee of 
arrangements to attend the meeting, took a seat near 
the governor. An enthusiastic, loud and apparently 
unanimous call for him was made by the audience, 
and, slowly rising from his seat, he approached the 
foot of the platform and addressed the meeting nearly 
as follows: 
Mr. President and Fellow Citizens—l1 hesitated to 
accept the invitation which has brought me here; be- 
ing a mere sojourner and not a member of this com. 
munity, I doubt the propriety of my presence and par- 
ticipation in the proceedings of this meeting, aud ap- 
prehended that my motive might be misunderstood.— 
But—on consulting my pillow, and considering that 


ever, the immense number of 2,120 persons were | 


Janded, viz, 1,270 men, 452 women, and 391 children. | ciation for the relief of the extreme distress in the re- 


It is worthy of remark, that this arrival possesses a 
distinctive feature from that of previous days. Hith- 
erto the bulk of the parties consisted of women and 
children, but on Sunday upwards of half-the entire 
number were male adults. 

Measores or Revier.—The government are Jaud- 
ably active in their endeavors to alleviate the distress 
of the peasantry in Ireland and the highlands. No 
Jess than 37 government vessels are engaged in the 
conveyance of provisions to the famishing population, 
ViZ:— 


Number. Tons. 

Ireland at present 16 8212 
Scotland do 7 4459 
Ordered on service 11 9650 
‘To be appropriated 3 2000 
Total 37 24.321 


Of which 28 are sicam vessels whose collective 
horse power is above 7,000, and the united comple- 
ments of the whole number about 3,000 officers and 
men. “ 

The accounts from nearly every part of Ireland dif- 
fer but little in description the real situation of the 
people. We select a few as a specimen of the whole. 

The Cork Examiner sums up the state of things in 

the neighborhood of Skibbereeu:— 

“In the parishof Kilmoe, 14 died on Sunday: 3 of 
the:e were buried in coffins, 11 were buried without 


We here notice the formation of the “British asso- 


mote parishes of Ireland and Scotland.” The com- 
mittee, at the head of which is the Lord Mayor of 
London, has published a list of contributions, amount- 
ing to £50,000; the Queen giving £2,000, Prince Al- 
bert £500; the Duchess of Gloucester €200; the Duke 
of Devonshire £1,000; several city firms £1,000 each; 
Lord John Russell has £300; Sir Robert Peel, and se- 
veral other gentlemen, £2U0 each. The object of 
the subscription is to buy food, and to send it forth- 
with by special steamers to the most destitute local- 
ities. 

The annual weekly meeting of the repeal associa- 
tion was held at Conciliation hail on the 18th ult.— 
Mr. O’Connell, in his speech, said he would go to par- 
liament, but not as a whig or tory, but to get food 
for the people. The rent for the week was £128; 
on the 17th ult., the rent was £120. 

A terrible disease, almost amounting to plague, has 
broken out in some of the poor houses in Ireland.— 
the deaths in the workhouse of Scariff, county Clare, 
from this cause average from 4 to 12 daily. 

The English press, it is said, are studiously con- 
cealing the condition of the people. 

The landlords of Cavan recently held a meeting to 
devise measures for relieving the famishing people of 
that county. 

Outrages on the public works are rife. The pub- 
lic works have been suspended in the parish of Ruan, 


the humanity of the object of this assembly is bound 
ed by no latitude nor Jocality, and ought to be co-ex- 
tensive with the whole human family— it seemed to 
me that all considerations of fastidious delicacy aud 
etiquette should be waived and merged in a generous 
and magnanimous effort to contribute to the relief of 
the sufferings which have excited our feelings. If! 
should be misconceived or misrepresented, the exper 
ence of a long life has taught me, that the best ret 
ponse to misconception and misrepresentation is the 
fearless and faithful discharge of duty, in ali the com 
ditions of life in which we may be placed; and the 
best answer to traduction and calumny, is conscious 
rectitude and the approbation of one’s own heart. 
Mr. President—Ilt we were to hear that large nulr 


lia, or the remoiest part of the globe, were daily dy 
ing with hunger and famine—no matter what thell 
color, what their religion, or what their civilizatih 
we should deeply lament their condition, and be itt 
sistably prompted, if possible, to mitigate their sulle 
ings. But it is not the distresses of any such distant 
regions that have summoned us together on this 0c 
sion. The appalling and heart-rending distresses° 
Ireland and Irishmen form the chject of our preset! 
consultation. 
That Ireland, which has been in all the vicissi" 
des of our national existence, our friend, and has ev 
extended tous her warmest sympathy—those Irish 
men; who, in every war which we have been eng? 














county Clare, in consequence of an attack having been 


ed, on every battie-field, from Quebec to Monter* 


bers of the inhabitants of Asia, or Africa, or Austt® f 
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by us, shoulder to shoulder. and shared in 
pene and fortunes of the conflict. The im- 
ting appeal comes to us from the Irish nation, 
‘hich 18 s» identified with our own, as to he almost 
rt and parcel of ours, bone of our bone and flesh of 
a flesh. Nor is it any ordinary case of human mis- 
a or a few isolated cases of death by starvation, 
that we are called upon to consider. Famine is sial- 
king abroad throughout Ireland: whole towns, coun- 
ties—countless human beings, of every age and of 
both sexes—at this very moment are starving, or in 
danger of starving to death for bread! Of all the 
forms of dissolution of human life, the pangs and ag- 
ony of that which proceeds from famine are the most 
dreadful. If one dies fighting gloriously for his coun- 
try, he is cheered, in his expiring moments, by the pa- 
triotic nature of his sacrifice. He knows that his sur- 
yiving relations and friends, while lamenting his 
joss, will be gratified and honored by his devotion to 
nis country. Poets, painters, sculptors, historians— 
will record his deeds of valor and perpetuate his re- 
nown. If he dies by the sudden explosion of the 
boilers of a steamboat or by a storm at sea, death is 
quiet and easy, and soon performs its mission. A few 
piercing shrieks are uttered, he sinks beneath the sur- 
face, and all is still and silent. But a death by star- 
yation comes slow, lingering and excruciating. From 
day to day the wretched victim feels his flesh dwind- 
ling, his speech sinking, his friends falling around him 
and he finally expires in horrible agony. Behold the 
wretched Irish mother, with haggard looks and strea- 
ming eyes—her famished children clinging to her tat- 
tered garments, and gazing piteously in her face beg- 
ging for food! And see the distracted husband and 
father, with pallid cheeks, standing by, horror and 
despair depicted in his countenance—tortured with 
the reflection that he can afford no succor or relief 


F to the dearest objects of his heart, about to be snatch- 


ed forever from him by the most cruel of all deaths'— 
This is no fancy picture; but, if we are to credit the 
terrible accounts, which reach us from that theatre 
of misery & wretchedness, it is one of daiby occurence. 


| Indeed, no imagination can conceive—no tongue ex- 
F press—no pencli paint—the horrors of the scenes 


which are there daily exhibited. 

Ireland. in respect to food, is differently situated 
Asia has her a- 
bundant supply of rice; Africa her dates, yams, and 
rice; Europe, her breaa of wheat, rye, oats; America, 
a double resource in the small grains, anda never 
failing supply of Indian corn—that great supporter of 


F animal jife—for which we are not half gratetul e- 


nough to a bountiful and merciful providence. But 
the staple food of large parts ot poor Ireland is the 
potato, and when it fails, pinching want and famine 
follow. tis among the inscrutable dispensations of 
providence, that the crop has been blighted the last 
two years, and, hence the privation of food, and this 
appeal to the sympathy of American hearts. Shall it 
be invain? Shall starving Ireland—the young and 
the old—dying women and children stretch out their 
hands to us for bread, and find no relief? Will not 
this great city, the world’s storehouse of an exhaust- 
less supply of all kiuds of food, borne to its overflow- 
ing warehouses by the father of waters, act on this oc- 


casion in a manner worthy of its high destiny, and o- | 


bey the noble impulses of the generous hearts of its 
blessed inhabitants? 

We are commanded, by the common Savior of Ire- 
land and of us, to love one another as ourselves; and 


the law and prophets of our holy religion. We know 
that of all the forms of humanity and benevolence, 
hone is more acceptable in the sight of God than the 
Practice of charity. Letus demonstrate ourlove, 
our duty, and our gratitude to Him, by a liberal con- 
tribution to the relief of His suffering Irish children. 

Fellow-Citizens:—No ordinary purpose has brought 
Us together. This is no political gathering. If it 
I have 
hot come here to make a speech. When the heart is 
full and agitated by its own feeling emotions, the par- 
alyzed tongue finds.utterance difficult. It is not fer- 
Vid eloquence, nor gilded words, that Ireland needs— 
Ut substantial food. Let us rise to the magnitude of 

€ duty which is before us, and by a generous supply 
‘om the magnitude of our means, evince the genuine- 
“i and cordiality of our sympathy and commisera- 
_ At the conclusion of Mr. Clay’s speech, one loud 
id unanimous shout of approval was raised, in which 


bilicers and audience participated. 





| 


BALANCE OF POWER PARTY. 





DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 


Friday 12th of February. 


Mr. Turney then rose and said: On the other side 
of the chamber, it has been again and again declared 
that those who occupy seats on this side, being in 
the majority, are justly responsible for the Jegisla- 
tive action of the body. Mr. President, I entirely 
disagree to such a proposition. I believe—and I 
shall proceed to show—that there is a portion of this 
hody which may properly be denominated ‘the ba- 
lance of power party,” which give shape and form 
to the various measures presented to our considera- 
tion, and in fact wields their destiny, ou which pro- 
perly rests that responsibility. Such a stale of things 
renders it somewhat difficult for the public in gene- 
ral, or at least such portions of it as may not be 
aware of the fact which | have now stated, to form 
a correct judgment of the action of the body. It is 
due to the public that such a state of parties in this 
body should be known, in order that ihe public may 
place the responsibility exactly in the proper quarter. 
It has been for hinting the existence of such a state of 
things, that the editor of the Union is about to be sa- 
crificed. 1t has been for the attempt to fix responsibi- 
lity where it properly belongs—on that balance of 
power party, which, as 1 have said, gives shape and 
form to every measure and sways the final action of 
the body, that Mr. Ritchie has been made the sub- 
ject of the resolution now before the senate. It is 
true that in the publication which has been read. 
and which the resolution denominates a libel upon 
the senate, there is an epithet of which | certainly do 
not approve. But how much falsehood is there in il? 
Although the act to which the publication refers, 
cannot, with propriety, be denominated Mexican 
victory, yet, in point of fact, it did inure for the 
benefit of the Mexican government. The senate 
refused to give men to fight the battles of the coun- 
iry—it refused to give food and clothing to the army 
of the United States—and, in so doing, certainly 
did that which inevitably inured to the benefit of 
Mexico, with whom we are now engaged in war.— 
I do not approve of the term, but where lies the 
slander? Dees the slander consist in calling ita 
Mexican victory? Does wt arraign any particular 
crime? Not at all. The correspondent speaks of 
the defeat of the bili as the result of the vote. How 
was he to know thal the bill was to be revived? I 
certainly myself labored uuder the same error. | 
had no expectation that the bill would be revived.— 
I regarded that vote as decisive of the fate of the 
bill. According to my views of parliamentary law, 
I was unable to see how it could be revived, and 
another committee of conference appointed. But 
aside from all that, the correspondent stated the vote, 
the question, and the result. He stated all the facts, 
and we view of them, affirmed that the whole amount- 
ed toa Mexican victory; and we now find the senate 
of the United States gravely engaged in consulting 
what punishment may be inflicted upon an editor 
who permitted a correspondent to state all the facts 
of thts case, and then pronounced the action of the 
senate to be tantamount toa Mexicanvictory. Mr. 
President, if we are to take the statement of the 
senator from Ohio, (Mr. Corwin)—very competent 
authority—this article has effected great good. It 
has veen exceedingly efficacious. ‘That honorable 
senator told us that that article “whipped in” the 
senators, and caused them to concur in the second 
report of the committee on conference. If, then, 
that were true—and who can doubt it, announced as 
it has been by such high authority—no senator had 


'a better right to speak of il, as the lash had been 
on this, together with one higher obligation, hang all | 


applied to his own political friends. A very saluta 
ry and « holesome effect has been produced by that 
article, and Mr. Ritchie and his correspondent, who- 
ever he is—the Lord knows who he is, I do noat!— 
deserve the thanks of the country. The senator 
from Ohio, who has addressed the senate to-day, has 
aliuded to the sedition laws. I had thought we had 
done with them. ‘Ihe senator from Florida says he 
does not intend to muzzle the press. Oh, no! he 
would only expel Mr. Ritchie and his reporter, so 
that he may be unable to inform the American peo. 
ple what their senators are doing. Are we prepared 
for that? For one, lam not. Lagree with the sena- 
tor from Arkansas that the decree has gone forth, 
and the sacrifice will be made, probably before we 
get our dianer, because | see the materials uniting, 
which are to sccomplisb this. But say not that we 
are responsible for it. Wedonotdoit. Weare 
opposed to it. Let the American people see that 
here is one act at least for which the democratic 
party is not responsible. Who are to be responsi- 


ble? If an editor screws himself up to the point, 


and communicates to the country where the respon- 
sibility really, 13, he is to be exciuded from his sea 


in this chamber! His reporter is no longer to be 
permitted to state the proceedings of this body. [ 
did not thus speak on account of any personal at- 
tachment to Mr. Ritchie, for individually | helieve 
I have a greater cause of complaint against him than 
any other member of this body. | spoke froma sense 


of justice and of duty. | contend that there has been * 
no contempt—no breach of privilege. 


Mr. Yulee. | desire to know what the senator 
means by a balance of power? 


Mr. Turney. 1 mean what I thought that every 
member in this body knows. There isa party anda 
number of senators on this sid¢ of the chamber who 
constitute a balance of power, who can, by uniting 
themselves either with tie senators on the other side, 
or senators on this side, carry or reject any measure 
they piease, and who have chosen to vote with sena- 


tors on the opposite side of this chamber. ‘I'hat is 
the party I mean. 


Mr. Yulee. J ask my friend from Tennessee whe- 
ther he means to be understood thal there are two 
or three senators who make up the balance either 
way, or does he mean to assert that there is on 
this floor an organized party which acts separately 
from the democratic party of which I claim to be a 


member? If tne charge is distinet, 1 wish 11 distinet- 
ly stated. 


Mr. Turney. 1 intended my remarks to have a 
distinct character. 1 intended them to Le so distinct, 
as without calling names here, that the public should 
understand that amongst the sections of the demo- 
cratic party in this body—for J believe that ut is ge- 
nerally known that there are aspirants here for the 
presidency of the United States—ihere are aspirants 
who have their political friends and followers, and 
that there is one of them who, when he carries his 
forces to the whigs, gives the:n a majority, and whea 
he goes with those who claim to be democrats, they 
have a majority, and carry their measures. Now, 
if he insists on my giving names, 1 will point to the 
leader to whom | refer, but I would rather not go 
into this matter. I think everybody understands 
what 1 mean, and the American people will under- 
stand it, if the reporter puls down and publishes 
what [have stated. I know nothing of the organi- 
zation of such a party. | cannot say how 1t is or- 
ganized. ‘The head is organized. (Alaugh.) The 
head prescribes his own course, and the others do 
not always iplicitly follow. They sometime *-boit.” 
(A laugh.) However, when he chooses to unite his 
lorces, he carries or rejects any measure he pleases, 
and exercises, as | desire the whole nation should 
kuow, that balance of power, small as it may be, 
which fixes upoa him the responsibility to the Ame- 


rican people either of the passage or the rejection of 
the measures of this congress. 


Mr. Calhoun. If the senator speaks of me as be- 
ing an aspirant for the presidency, he is entirely mis- 
taken. I am no aspirant—never have been—I would 


not turn ou my heel for the presidency—and he has 
ultered a Jibel upon me 


The President. The honorable senator must be 


aware thal—(the remainder of the sentence wag 
just.) 


Mr. Calhoun. If he supposes that I am capable of 
voting upon any question with reference to the pre- 
sidency, or any other consideration but a regard to 
truth, justice, and my country! No, sir! The whole 
volume of my life shows me to be above that!— 
There are men, Mr. President, who cannot believe 
that an individual is influenced by a single circum- 
stance but party considerations or presidential elec- 
tions, and who attribute all motives to one or other 
of these; and [am the most misunderstood man in 
the world by that porticn of this and every other 
party. No, sir; | want no presidency! |] wantto do 
my duty. No denunciations here, or out of this 
house, can affect me a single inch from going directly 
at what | aim, and that is tue good of the country.— 
I have always acted upon it, and | will always aet 
uponit. If he means io say that there is any or- 
ganized opposition here, as far as | am concerned or 
my friends, which affects the votes here irrespective 
of public duty and conviction, never, never was a 
man more mistaken! never! And | think it will be 
very hard for him, or any other senator here, to spe- 
cify a single measure that we have either dejayed or 
defeated. Now I ask him—lI pause and ask him if he 
can point to a single one? 


Mr. Turney. 1 will try whea you get through. 

Mr. Culhoun. No, sir! no! Notasingle one! | 
voted several times for adjournment with gentlemen 
on the other side when 1 considered that .adjourn- 
ment was proper; but I have no concert with them 
no more than I have on this side. Mr. President, in 
thus acting without concert of action, 1 performed, 
wy duty. What we do want above al! thiogs on this 
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great defect in the character of the public men of 
America, that there is that real want of indepen- 
dence; and in this respect a most marked contrast 
between public men in this country and in Great 
Britain. But this is not the most proper occasion on 
which that difference is to be pointed out, but I will 
say that it is in part the wretched result of the 
wretched system of caucussing, which has created 
in every state a party of men who work in concert 
to get offices for purposes of plunder, and who ex- 
ercise too great a contro] over the measures of con- 
gress. lam glad the senator thought proper to refer 
to me inthis pointed manner. [ have seen these 
insinuations in various quarters, and in different 
presses, but they are to meas nothing. If I know 
myself—if my head was at stake, ] would do my 
duty, be the consequence what it would. Sir, they 
could not urge me uponthis war. Why so? I hope 
upon some occasion I shall have an opportunity to 
state the reasons more in detail. But, amongst other 
reasons, | saw in this very war what every man 
now begins to see—consequences which deterred 
me—and we are not at the bottom yet. 1 stood upon 
that occasion alone, separatea from my respected 
and esteemed colleague, (Mr. McDuffie.) 1 voted 
here in my seat against it, and he (Mr. Turney) sup- 
ses that | was governed by the paltry and misera- 
le consideration of being president of the United 
States! The position is respectable, but there are 
other positions infinitely more so. I would rather 
be an independent senator, governed by my own 
views, going for the good of the country, uncontrol 
led by any thing that mortal man can bring to bear 
upon me, than to be president of the United States, 
put there as presidents of the United States have been 
for several years past. 

Mr. Turney replied. He was not afraid to place 
even his obscure reputation for moral independence 
in the scale with that of the senator from South Ca- 
rolina. He (Mr. Calhoun) said he was no candidate 
for the presidency. It was somewhat remarkable, 
however, that the senator had so promptly recognis- 
ed himself as the candidate for the presidential suc- 
cession, of whom he (Mr. T.) had spoken. 

Mr. Calhoun remarked, that it was obvious to the 
senate that the senator Lad referred to him. Did you 
not refer to me? 

The President. 
ehair. 


Mr. Turney. Will the gentleman take his seat? 
and | will answer him. 1 pointed to no particular 
senator by name; but, somehow or other, the senator 
and myself exactly concurred in this matter. I had 
him in my mind, and he considered himself to be 
exactly like that which I described. He (Mr. T.) 
had not impuled any motives for the acts of the gen- 
tleman. He had been speaking of that baiance 
power, of which it was composed, and what it could 
accomplish. He did not impute to them the object 
of pushing him for the presidency. But if he were 
suffered to go into it, he could arraign a vast mass of 
circumstances in reference to that point. He would 
not fear being stamped into nothingness if he were 
to hazard the expression of-that opinion. Men could 
not search the heart or the head of their neighbor. 
It was only from fact and circumstances that men 
could judge of one another in some matters. Yester- 
day, the senator from Illinois had furnished an inter- 
esting piece of information. During the last war, that 
senator (Mr. Calhoun) thought that this provision 
in the ten regiment bill was quite constitutional. If 
it were so then, it was so now. The senator had 
changed his opinion, but he tiad not told the reason 
for the change. Jn his reply to the senator from 
Illinois, he bad said that he was then very young, and 
thus putin the plea ot infancy. Well, he must 
have been five and twenty years of age at least, as 
he was not eligible to a seat in the other house until 
he had attained that period. Well, it was said that 
they were twice a child and once aman. Whether 
the senator had arrived at manhood, or the third pe 
riod, he did not know. The senator then advocated 
war, and certainly he had done more to bring the 
country into war now than any other man in the 
United States. According to his (Mr. T’s) judgment, 
the annexation of Texas produced the war. The se- 
nator from Ohio was correct. After that act war was 
inevitable. It was, as that senator said, predicted 
by the whigs. He believed that his (Mr. T’s) own 
party had denied that, and said there would be no 
war; but war had come true enough, and the senator 
from South Carolina had done more to bring it about 
than any other man in the United States; for he had 
effected the annexation. He voted to recognise the 
independence of Texas in Genera! Jackson’s time, 
and had been very influential in bringing annexation 
about subsequently. As secretary of state, he had 
concluded the treaty with the republic of Texas by 
which she was to be annexed to the United States.— 


The gentleman will address the 


the Rio Grande. The treaty was rejected. 
Mr. Westcott here rose and said: I call the senator 
from Tennessee to order for irrelevancy. 
Mr. Calhoun. J hope he will go on. 
Mr. Butler. I am astonished tbat he has not been 
called to order before. 
Mr. Calhoun. I nope he will go on. 
Mr. Butler. 1 wi-h to make one remark. 1 should 
myself have called him to order before, had it not 
been for my peculiar relations to the gentleman from 
South Carolina as my colleague. 
Mr. Calhoun. | am delighted that the senator should 
be allowed an opportunity. 
Mr. Westcott. I looked to the dignity of the body 
when ] made my point of order. The persuasions of 
no senator will permit me to waive it for an instant. 
[ insist on his being called to order. 
Mr. Calhoun. 1 hope | will be permitted to reply, 
as far as he has gone. 
The President. The senator from Tennessee is 
called to order. 
Mr. Crittenden. As the matter has been allowed 
to proceed thus far, and as we have allowed the 
senator from South Carolina to be heard, il is but 
just to allow the gentleman from Tennessee to pro- 
ceed. 
Mr. Westcott. I withdraw my call to order. 
The President. The call to order is withdrawn.— 
The gentleman from Tennessee will proceed. 
Mr. Turney said: His position then was, that the 
senator from South Carolina did more to bring the 
war upon the country, than any other man in the 
United States. Whatthen? Texas was annexed.— 
After she was annexed, it was declared by her min- 
ister that annexation would be regarded as an act of 
hostility. He demanded his passports, and returned 
to Mexico. The United States government sent 
their minister to Mexico with powers to negotiate 
all these matters, and Mexico refused to receive 
him. She then sent her army to the frontier, and 
invaded the territory of the United States. She 
claimed the whole of Texas; and yet the senator 
voted against the bill, passed at the lust session giv- 
ing men and money to resist the invasion, on the 
ground—as ve (Mr. T.) understood—that the pre- 
amble of that bill was not true. The preamble as- 
serted that the war had been brought about by the 
actof Mexico. Now it would seem to him (Mr. 
T.) to require some powerful motive to induce any- 
body to bring his country into the war, and then, af- 
ter getting her into the war, to back out of it, if not 
to denounce it as unjust and unconstitutional in di- 
rect terms--in fact to do that same thing. He un- 
derstood that the gentleman from South Carolina 
intended to hold this matter for future examination 
and future developments. As they were engaged in 
war, he would postpone the matter for the time be- 
ing, but the moment the war was over he would 
turn round and expose the injustice of the war, and 
the blunders of those who had precipitated the coun- 
try intoit. He (Mr. T.) was not going into the 
measure introduced lately creating the office of lieu 
tenant general. He merely pointed to the fact 
that that measure had been introduced in order to 
enable the government to prosecute the war vigor- 
ously, and with all poossible success, to a speedy 
termination. It was defeated, however; and by whom? 
By that very balance of power party to which he 
had referred. On their shoulders rested the reapon- 
sibility; for they had the power to reject it. The 
vote upon the recognition Of Texas was a mixed 
vote. Sou e of the wost eminent whigs voted to re- 
coguise the independence of Texas. After that was 
done, annexation followed by the act of the senator 
himself, and it was, therefore, in view of those facts 
that he (Mr. T’.) asked how it came that the senator 
now supposed the Mexican war to be unjust, having 
originated in the annexation of Texas? ‘There were 
but very few, he was gratified to say, who were dis- 
posed to withhold money and men necessary to pro- 
secute the war. What the course of the senator 
might be in relation to the three million bill, he did 
not know, as, from the indications afforded by his 
speech, tbey left him free to act either one way or 
the other. They were, then, left utterly in the dark; 
but he had heard that the senator and his friends iu- 
tended to vole it down. 

Mr. Buller here made a remark which was not au- 
dible. 


Mr. Turney proceeded. He believed it, because 
the correspondent of a southern paper, which had 
frequently predicted the course of the senator from 
South Carolina, had given out such an intimation.— 
He had been charged with libelling the senator, not 
because, as the senator said, he (Mr. Calhoun) had 
denounced the caucus party. He (Mr. T.) did not 
belong to that caucus party. He had taken ground 
against it, boldly as ever the senator from South Ca- 





He (Mr. T.) had never read that paper, but he un- 


names Ses woe 


derstood that it extended the territory of Texas to; No prejudice was, therefore, entertained by him on 
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account of the senator’s peculiar opinions on th. in refer 
subject—not at all. But whatever prejudices might was any 
be in his (Mr. T’s) mind against caucuses, and those every fri 
who conducted them, they should not have influenc. either 81 
ed at all his action either one way or the other op, of South 
the great measures affecting the interest of the coyp. has not t 
try, and he really could not perceive what connexio, dency U 
the idea of caucuses could have with the discussio, America 
involved in the question before the senate. If th, and take: 
senator from South Carolina meant to say that he presidenc 
did not intend to abide by the caucuses in the nex; year, Mr 
presidential election, he (Mr. T’.) had no objection, ject far 
But as he was charged with libelling a senator, hp my duty 
would ask what party that senator had belonged to; spective 
During the last session of General Jackson’s 4. or enmiti 
ministration, he believed that he then belonged jg ty of the 
the other side of the house, and was as bilter as ay ] leave tc 
of them. In 1837, he comes back to the other sida this quest 
of the house, and if he (Mr. T.) were disposed tp myself a 
hold him up, he coutd show that, on almost every with me | 
prominent measure that had originated under thj shown th 
government, the gentleman from South Caroling sures Con 
could be found on both sides of it. Was it much of single ac 
a libel, then? Would not the facts be found to be position f 
stubborn, powerful, and undeniable facts? He knew dent, on 
of no great question which had divided the two par. show tha 
ties of the country upon which the senator from South by which 
Carolina would not be found upon both sides. Cop. American 
sistency was very beautiful. Still, no doubt, every point, the 
man had a right tochange his opinion. He (Mr. T) one, and | 
would censure no man for doing that when his judg. resence | 
ment led him to alter his opinion. It was the fate of en mac 
an honest man to change his opinion whenever his Me Wi!h regal 
judgment convinced him of his error. All they had given on 
found fault with was, that the gentieman should shift hag been 
from the one side tothe other, consistent only in his the long 
shifting. Certainly a gentleman who so frequently HS has d 
changed his quarters, ought not be very hasty ip there is a1 
denouncing others for libels upon him. He (Mr. T,) that I wil 
did not know whether the gentleman ever had been fe lat becau 
a candidate for the presidency. Perhaps he was gm “alled for 
very moderate and had no ambitious views—no a. fm “ing, Mr. 
pirations. But if it were so, the country certainly gm 12! that | 
labored under very great mistake. {f the gentleman house, anc 
was not an aspirant—if he had no desire to rise fe Me Wilma 
higher, all that he (Mr. T) could say was, that he sides, who 
had been very much mistaken—and with him the me —“ ether 
whole American people. As far as he could judge, aio = 
ose to 


the people seemed to be pretty weil assured that the 
gentleman had entertained some slight ambitious 
views with respect to elevation to the presidency— 
that he had, in fact, been just about as ambitious to 
attain that position as any gentleman in the United 


reasons, no 
ly powerlu 
tion, lam | 
onsuming 


States. It might be an error in public opinion. — 9B) ' ca 
The people might be entirely wrong on the point.— #yU™Ption o 
There might be nothing of it. But it was undenia BR Msuation: 
ble that the public judgment was entirely made up the part in 
on that point. He (Mr. T.) had only to say that he * mysel: 
libelled nobody. He had a plain, frank, blunt man- hee day, 
ner of getling along—of speaking what he thought and Mm "4% vot 
believed to be true. He had spoken in that way of Me™ utes; a 
the resolution under discussion, which had called “a wi 
forth this interesting investigation, and he thought te * em 
had spoken plain enough to be understood, without “ = 
being called upon to be more explicit and distinct.— seenidee wi 
Why, even the senator himself, in taking his (Mr. “ ency 

making the: 


Ts) allusions so promptly home, discovered that he 
was not altogether insensible to (he impression which 
prevailed among the people with respect to his aspr 


mhat the ing 
om some 


rations. But whether the gentleman entertained seed this ca 
snch aspirations or not, one thing was very certalt, rf sonal dif 
and that was that his friends would most assured! Voting a 
run him any how, according to the information which pes of § 
he (Mr. T.) bad heard, and they gave out, which ” “ee a 
were to be seen in some quarters. He might be 4 - “ ill p 
anti caucus candidate, and if bis principles wert ‘a 18 Que 
such as he (Mr. T.) could support, he would haven a enhator 
objections in supperting him. But he would suppolt ' , met 
no man who, in his judgment, had controlled and ” Lisa 
defeated great measures intimately connected wilh - B 
the cause and interest of his country. He couldgiv? * 1€ Que 
support to no man who threw objections in the WJ Some nn pr 
of the vigorous and successful prosecution of - on | onue: 
war forced upon them by a foreign power. He ha iere, 

no preferences for any particular gentleman wid Mr, Webs 


ther than 


had been spoken of as a candidate for the preside 3 
UeStion was 


cy. He had arrived at the period of life in which™* 








had firmly resolved never to form any perscnal pr Mr. Catho 
dilections for any one of these candidates, bul to” salon knoy 
|governed exclusively by a regard to the principla ¥ very j 
which are sustained. . ? present 
Mr. Calhoun then rose and said: | am really obi uch grou 






fading infa 
Such is ti 
Ulagain: fy 
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ed to the gentleman from Tennessee for giving i 
an opportunity to repel a great many insinuall | : 
which | have seen upon this very subject, and a 
endeavor to fix upon myself and friends the resp 
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sibility of which he has spoken. He has got war “ ie 
made a grave charge, that there was on this 8! itlaction 














roliua had, and that ground he expected to maintain. 


the house a party combined together, in reference 
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y him on jdential elections, who controlled all measures my opinion, was a question of pure necessity. I {remain on his side; and they both might send out 
18 ON the in reference to that. I have already denied that I) might go into this matter if it would not occupy the | expeditions, he to guard against Indian depredations, 
ices might was any candidate for the presidency. | appeal to/| time of the senate. (Cries of ‘go on.”’) According | and we for any purpose we thought proper. So, 
and those every friend—to my friends upon this floor, upon | tomy view, the time was not propitious in one as | then, the war was made by the march to the Del 
: influenc. either side of the house, and to every one in the state| pect. There then was a minority in favor of an-| Norte. That the president believed that to be our 
> other on of South Carolina, if my whole course of conduct} nexation. It had scarcely a single advocate in this | boundary, was very proper; and that invasion was to 
" the coun. has not been this: that I would not accept the presi | body, and but two or three in the other body; and it| be repelled, was the natural consequence. But the 
connexion dency unless itcomes to me by the voice of the | appeared to be a very hopeless task to attempt car- | great question comes up, Has the executive the right 
discussion American people, and then only from a sense of duty, | rying through such an important measure as that.— | to determine what our boundary is? When we have 
e. If the and taken as an obligation. At my time of life the | When nominated for the office of secretary of state, | a disputed boundary question—and we have had 
ay that he idency is nothing—nothing—and for many along |{ put in the strongest remonstrance that I could | many—does it belong to the executive or to congress 
n the next ear, Mr. President, 1 have long aspired for an ob- | draw ageinst the acceptance of it. I wrote to my|to determine? There are two waysto doit. One 
objection, ject far higher than the presidency—that is, doing | friends here, but before the remonstrance reached | is by negotiation and treaty, to be performed by the 
senator, he my duty in all circumstances—in every trial—irre- | them I was unanimously appointed. I[ saw that the |executive and this body, in case the two nations 
‘longed to? ' ective of parties, and without regard to friendships | administration was weak, and that that very impor- | agree to negotiate. The other is, if the party dis- 
kson’s ad. or enmities, but simply in reference to the prosperi- | tant measure would be liable to be defeated if an ef-| putes the boundary and will not come to terms, for 
elonged to ty of the country. If my life be reviewed hereafter, | fort were not made. But circumstances made it in- | congress to declare it to be our boundary, and main- 
iter as any ] Jeave to those who may review it the settlement of | evitable. | ascertained from sources perfectly reli-|tain it atthe hazard of war. How Jong did the 
“other side this question. What charge has he made out against | able, that at the World’s convention the American | boundary of Maine remain unsettled? From the ac- 
disposed to myself and the few of my friends who have voted | delegation suggested to the abolitionists of England | knowledgment of independence in 1783, down to the 
most every with me during the present session? Where has he | that now was the time to act. If they wished toaim | time that the senator from Massachusetts closed it 
under this shown that we have rejected or abandoned any mea- | a fatal blow at slavery, it must be at Texas; and in|by a treaty. But did any of the presidents ever 
h Caroling sures connected with the conduct of this war? One | order to do that England must obtain the ascendency | think of marching troops upon the line? The British 
it much of single act only, and that is not voting for the propo-| in Texas. I received information—I will pot say | held fort Stanwix, but General Washington did not 
ound to be position for a lieutenant general. Now, Mr. Presi-| official—but from a quarter in which there could be | make any such movement. Certainly the senator 
He knew dent,on this we need no apology. I need not to| no mistake, that an interview had taken place be-| from Svuth Carolina is not to be held responsible for 
he two par. show that | was governed by no motives but those|tween Lord Aberdeen and a deputation of the| this war. I might say more on this subject, but I 
from South by which other candidates were governed. If the | World’s convention. I was then at home in South will not detain the senate. ‘The gentleman has made 
ides. Con: American people have been unanimous on any one | Carolina, and immediately transmitted to the secre- | a great many charges about my political course. He 
oubt, every point, they have been on that. Now, this is only | tary of state that information, accompanied by the} has charged me with inconsistency, and represented 
He (Mr. T:) one, and | am happy that, here in my place, in the | suggestion that it demanded immediate attention. I|me as voting favorably on all sides. The gentle. 
en his judg. presence of this large audience, that this charge has | suppose that letter and my communication formed | man’s understanding on this point is just as clear as 
s the fate of been made, 80 that the whole truth may go forth| one of the reasons for the movement then made for | on any other. I leave that ali to history. I will not 
: henever his with regard to it. | But not a single vote has been | annexation. What was then the condition of Texas? | say that Ihave not changed my opinions on many 
All they had given on which his charge could rest. For if there | She was weak, and the suggestion was that Mexico | things—very little on constitutional points—and not 
: should shift had been another only, it would have been added to| would recognize her independence if she would agree | many on questions of policy. My mind is rather 
tonly in hs fee long catalogue which the senator from Tennes- | to abolish slavery. The time had come, and the aged. Like all young men on coming to congress 
o frequently fie °° has drawn up against me. Not one. Well,| consequence had tobe met. I accepted the office of course my mind went through a process of diseip: 
ery hasty in there is another 1 am suspected of. It is suspected | with all these diificuities before me. 1 said this of-| line and change before it settled fully down with 
He (Mr. T,) that I will not vote for the three million bill; and | fice is unacceptable to me. Igo in with a great| regard to all principles in their details and minutia, 
ver had been that because 1 said, when I spoke on the subject, || deal of reputation, as 1 judge from the manner in —I had to go through that process. When I came 
aps he was waited for further developments. Was there any- | which I have been nominated and confirmed. 1 will| into congress, the great question was tht of war, on 
1ews—no a thing, Mr. President, in that—was the senator igno- | experience great difficulty, and may come out with which | took an active and bold stand. I was after. 


rant (hat that proposition had been made in the other 
house, and probably would be made here, to stick 
the Wilmot proviso in 1? I put it to senators on both 
sides, who represent southern portions of the Union 
—whether he or any of them will vote for the bill, 
if that amendment be appended? And because | 
choose to make this reservation—and there are other 
reasons, not hecessary to be stated at present, equal- 
ly powerlul—bvecause i choose to make this reserva- 


try certainly 
he gentleman 
desire to rise 
was, that he 
with him the 
could judge, 
ured that the 
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presidency— HR 

ambitious to Maeno” lam to be held up as embarrassing congress, 
in the United eco™suming its time, and opposing measures neces- 
lic opinion — Je) ‘0 carry on the war! Weil, as to that con- 
n the point.— iumption of time, that is one of the most unfounded 


insinuations. Is there any senator at all, who takes 
any part in the debates, who has consumed Jess time 
than myself? I have made but a single speech, the 
bllier day, and that but am our; and besides that, 
Ihave uot made a speech that has occupied five 
minutes; and yet, on these grounds, amounting to 
nothing, we are told that we are to be responsible 
lor everything connected with the session—done or 
wt done? Well, that shows a very deep feeling 
working within. 1t may be there are aspirants to the 
presidency who think something may be gained by 
pmaking these charges. 1 know not. Or it may be 
hat the individual feeling of the senator himself is 
fom some personal feeling, although | do not know 
how this can be, as 1 have never had the slightest 
personal difference with him. Well, he accuses me 
vi Yoling against the bill the other day upon the 

ound of some constitutional objection, and that | 
tad given a different vole in the year 1813. There 
‘ts a bill passed in 1813, but is there any evidence 
iat this question was made or presented? I believe 
le senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) was 
*h a member of the house. He may be able to 
l. Itisa jong time ago. I have iorgotten all 
bout it. But, to the best of my knowledge, | never 
aw the question presented as to the constitutionali- 
of the provision, till it was raised by the senator 


tom Connecticut, (Mr. Huntington,) in the discus- 
lon liere, 
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Mr, Webster here said, whether it was discussed 
— than May, 1813, 1 know not; but | know the 
— Was not raised then, nor since, till now. 
Mt, Calhoun. So | thought. But does not the 
ot kuow that, in these complicated measures, 
~ very important constitutional questions may 
Present themselves? Now am | to be charged, 
Sim grounds, as having changed my opinions— 
e for giving “ ng infancy at one time, and dotage at another, 
any insinualionly ut rg is the language which the senator applies. 
ubject, and We > Bain: he spoke of the responsibility for the war 
ends the resp ae irom the annexation of Texas. 1 did take 
e has got up 2am — interest in that measure of annexation, and 
s on this side ® tista actot my life do 1 revert with more entire 
*, in reference "ie Cuion, Aunexation that at lime, according to 


am really obiif 





much less reputation than] goin. But I undertook 
it, and when | undertake a thing, I do it directly. 1] 
put it on the true ground, that this movement was 
intended to bring Texas under the control of Eng- 
land, to abolish slavery there, and through that, urge 
its abolition throughout the country. A trealy was 
formed, and it shared the fate that might have al- 
most been expected from the weakness of the admin- 
istration. It was defeated. But the senator says | 
had stipulated in that treaty that the Rio Grande 
was the boundary. 


Mr. Turney. I remarked that I had never read 
the treaty, but I understood that iis terms went to 
the Rio Grande. 

Mr. Calhoun. The senator is just as wrong in that 
a3 in the whole of his misunderstanding. No such 
thing, sir. It was expressly leftopen. ‘T’he two re- 
spectable commissioners from Texas will bear me 
testimony. It was expressly left open in order that 
the boundary might be subsequently established by 
negotiation with Mexico. I know a senator of that 
body put a construction on it similar to that of the 
senator from Tennessee, and which was assailed.— 
But as soon as that treaty was signed by the presi- 
dent, 1 communicated directly with the Mexican 
government, through our charge de affaires, and 


stated that | was ready to settle all questions of dif-| 


ference, and amongst others the boundary, upon Lib 
eral principles. 1 did not dream of this war. But 
1 am responsible, because if Texas had not been an- 
nexed we would not have had a Mexican war! Is 
ie sure? Why this is an attack on Mr. Polk! What 
is the staple of the message, but that the real cause 
of the wur was injuries committed upon American 
citizens, long before annexation? Has the gentle- 
man overlooked that? And did not General Jackson 
and Mr. Van Buren declare that those injuries were 
a just cause of wai? The immediate cause of the 
war was the warchiug of our forces from the fron-| 
tier—[A whig senator: Corpus Christi]—from Corp. | 
Christi to the banks of the Del Norte. That clearly 
made the invasion, so called, by the president, and 
hence the declaration, on his past, thatthe Rio del 
Norte was the boundary. But is itan effect of an- 
nexation? If General laylor had remained where 
he was, there would have been no invasion—no Rio 
del Norte as a boundary to be established by treaty 
and declaration of congress. ‘The fact is, and cau- 
not be disguised, General Arista, who commanded 
on the Mexican side, said, if 1 am not greatly mis- 
taken—and if any gentleman supposes | am, by look- 
ing into the records of the stale department he wall 
find the fact—that Arista made a communication, 
either by writing or through a faithful agent, (and | 
think it was recently published in one of the south- 
ern papers, )—([.4 senator: Yes]—that if Gen. Taylor 
remained on our side of the river, he (Arista) would 





wards for some years in the war department, and 
then came back in J833, and from that day to this 
the volume of my life is known to the country; and 
| challenge the senator, or any other senator on this 
floor, to show, from that day to this, wherein | have 
changed my views. He says that, when the -ques- 
tion came up on the recognition of Texas, I belong- 
ed to that side of the house. Now | belong to nei- 
ther side. Several senators, the senator from North 
Carolina nearest to me, and the senator from Massa- 
chusetts, can testify as to that. I never met in cau- 
cus in consultation with either side of the house. I 
took my own independent course, standing nearly 
alone for some years, voting what 1 believed to be 
the true interest of the country. And let me say, I 
have never attended those meetings for the purpose 
of deliberation with gentlemen on this side of the 
house, except during the period of excitement in 
1841, and in the extra session called by General 
Harrison. 


Mr. President, I have been a long time a member 
of this body. It is the first time in which an assault 
has been made upon me without the slightest provo- 
cation. It scems to me thatif the gentleman had 
auswered yes, when asked if he referred to me it 
would have been more manly. But he puiuted to 
me, and | could not remain silent. It is painful for 
me sir, to come oul on these occasions; } desire ra- 
ther never to speak of them. I pardon the gentle- 
man, for he bas given me an opportunity to set my- 
self right on certain points, in relation to which I 
wish Lo stand right, and may take another opportunity 
to make myself more fully understood. As to the 
war, I have deplored it. I have deplored it for its 
consequences. 1 have deplored it for the manner of 
bringing it on. 1 have deplored it for the events 
which bave succeeded. 1 did not wish to speak upon 
ii. I had keptsilent. Assailed here and iuroughout 
the country, friends urged me to come out aud ex- 
plain at the last session. | would have remained 
silent on the present occasion, untill saw a fit and 
tuilable opportunity, before expressing any Opinion. 
I have been opposed to the war on high considera- 
tions connected with the manner in which it was 
brought on. And here jet me say, what just now 
comes omy mind. It may be asked, thinking as [ 
did, Why aid I not take some step to arrest the 
march of Geverai Taylor? In the first place, I 
never heard that the march was ordered until a long 
lime after it took place. | got the information 
from the senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. Clay- 
ton,] who will remember what I said. J said it was 
impossible; that such a thing could not be; and | 
could aot believe it until assured by the fact. After 
it was officially announced, I said to my friends 
—The march of General Taylor ought to ve arrest- 





ed. itis bringing on war. | said so to several gen- 
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tlemen on that side of the chamber, and particu- 
larly, if my memory serves me, to the senator from 
Delaware, as the information originally came from 
him. I said to him and to others, that the Oregon 
and Mexican questions were connected—that we 
should avoid war with England, rather than Mexico 
—though both were very undesirable—but it was to 
be hoped that we could settle Oregon, before we 
could be called into a Mexican war. And the rea- 
sons sir, that I did not and could not move in refer- 
ence to General Taylor, which otherwise I most as- 
suredly would have done, was, that it was necessary 
for me to maintain kind relations with the executive 
upon the question with England, in reference to Ore. 

on, in order that I might, if possible, exercise some 
influence in effecting a peaceful issue. if it had 
been otherwise, | certainly would have moved that 
the march be arrested, and the war averted. I could 
state some facts in relation to Oregon, but I am not 
at liberty. I mightdoso. But 1 forbear. I thank 
the senate for the kindness with which it has now 
heard me. 

Mr. Turney returned to the charge of inconsis- 
tency which he had brought against the senator from 
South Carolina, and referred to debates in the senate 
in 1831, when—if he was not mistaken—he had been 
charged by the senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Webster,] and the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. H. 
Clay,] with deserting the whig party. He alluded, 
also, to his changes in reference to the United States 
bank question and the independent treasury. 

Some words then passed between Mr. Yulee and 
Mr. Turney in reference to the origin of the resolu- 
tions before the senate, which had given rise to the 
debate. Mr. Y. said the resolutions were his own, 
and introduced on his own responsibility? 

Mr. Turney inquired, had not the senator from 
Florida held a consultation at his seat with the sena- 
tor from South Carolina before presenting these re. 
solutions? 


Mr. Yulee said the resolutions were his own, and 
was about replying to the interrogatory, when— 

Mr. Cathoun begged permission of the senator from 
Florida to state the tacts respecting their conversa- 
tion, which the latter might feel, perhaps, some de- 
heacy in doi g. Mr. C. then stated that on coming 
to the senale on the morning of the day on which the 
resolutions were submitted, he found the senator 
from Florida much excited in reference to the arti- 
cles in the Union, and proceeded to detail what had 
heard or understood by the reporter [of ‘the Union.’] 
taken place between them, which was not distinctly 

Mr. Yulee said that the senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Sevier] tad borne testimony that, before the senate 
met, he had spoken to him on the subject. He had 
drawn up the resvlution himself, and submitted them 


to a few senators before offering them. He had held | 


no conversation with the senator from South Curoli- 
na, upon the subject of ihe presidency during the 
whole of this session—unor had he even given a yote 
wit the slightest reference to the presideacy. 


which he held the distingui hed senator trom South 
Carolina, as a statesman and a benefactor of his 
country, and defied the senator from Tennessee to 
point toa single instance wh'eh would justify his 
charge. “Ir. Y. then commented somewhat at length 
upon the charge that the annexation of Texas was 
the immediate cause of the war. 

Mr Butler said: **Mr. President, this debate has 
assumed a most extraordinary character. {t was 


not my province or duly, considering my relation to | 


my honorable colleague, to call the genthemaa from 
Tennessee to order. But 1 must confess that | 
thought, propriety required it, and that it would have 
been due, from sume other quarter. In this 1 was 
disappou.ted. 

What is the spectacle we have just witnessed?— 
Why sir, a senator of one of the southern states in 
this Union has thought proper to convert himself 
into a vehicle to pour out on ihe senate all the news. 
paper slang that he could gather for the purpose of 
assailing my colleague from South Carolina. And 
under what circumstances has this been done? My 
colleague had not said one word in the debate: yet 
he was not only alluded to, but called up in the most 
wanton manner to answer for the acts of his whole 
life. J] shall not go to his rescue. His rescue! No 
—not from an assault from such a quarter. My col- 
league can vindicate himself from any assaults, come 
whence they my, and he certainly is in no danger 
from such assaults as he received in the indecent at- 
tack on him by the senator from Tennessee. That 
gentleman has said that, for the remainder of his 
Jife, in political affairs, he intends to be honest. | 
only hope that his sense of decency will grow with 
his honesty. Some men have so beautiful a sense of 
propriety that they never can err in matters of taste 
aid decorum. There are others who, forgetful of 
every other consideration, take counsel only from the 


Mr. ' 
Y. then proceeced to express the high estimation in | 


suggestions of their passions and prejudices. To 
such persons it might be surprising that any mem- 
bers of the senate could prefer to act under the obli- 
gations of conscience, arising out of their regard for 
the constitution, rather than yield with blind submis- 
sion to the dictates of party. It is for having done 
so—for thus preferring conscience to party—that 
such members have been designated as a party act- 
ing In concert, as a balance of power party, to 
thwart the measures of government. The individu- 
als of this party were too clearly indicated to be 
mistaken. ‘They were spoken of as those who voted 
against the appointment of a lieutenant general.— 
And what was said of them? Why, that they not 
only constituted a subservient faction, but a treacher- 
ous faction, that professed to act with one party 
while it really co-operated with another for the pur- 
pose of carrying out an unpatriotic opposition. I 
cannot sit with patience and hear myself thus unwor- 
thily spoken of. I owe it to the state which I repre- 
sent to repel such remarks in the spirit of indignant 
rebuke. 

I cannot tell to what motive to attribute the viru- 
lent remarks of the gentleman. Was it vanity? or 
envy? or what wasit, that had produced such feel- 
ings? My honorable colleague made, the other day, 
a speech which was universally applauded for its 
great ability. The gentleman may have thought it 
no great achievement: he may have thought he could 
surpass it. If so, he has been greatly disappointed. 
If the object of the gentleman be to demolish the 
subject of his attack, he undertakes a hard task.— 
We are told that an eagle once, to the great ad wira- 
tion of the other birds, bore off in his talons a lamb; 
but another bird, who thought it no great achieve- 
ment, experienced a different fate, when, by way of 
showing what he could do, he fastened his claws in 
the wool of the ram; for, instead of carrying off his 
prey, he could not unloose himself, but became the 
laughing—stock of all the other birds. 

Mr. Turney replied to the remarks of the last 
speaker, and while be was doing so, 

Mr. Mangum called the senator to order. 

The vice president desired the senate to understand 
the relation of the presiding officer to the senate, in 
reference to this debate. He thought the whole de- 
bate for three hours past was out of order, but the 
senate had tolerated it, and be would only interfere 
« hen called upon to do so by gentlemen themselves. 

Atter a few words from Mr. Westcott, upon the 
point of order, 

Mr. Mangum withdrew his objection, and— 

Mr. Turney proceeded and concluded his reply to 
the senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Butler.] 

Alter a few words of explanation between ‘lessrs. 
Alilen and Yulee, in reference to the proceedings at 
‘the last session, upon the case of the editors of the 
Times,” awithout action upon the resolution, on 
motion, 

The senate adjourned. 
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| TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 


Congress by the act of the }3ih of May last de 

‘elared that by the act of the Republic of Mexico, 
(a state of war exists between thal government and 
the United States, and *tior the purpose of evabiing 
‘the governwent of the United States to prose- 
cute said war to a speedy and successful termi. 
-nasion,” authority was vested in the President to 
-empioy “the paval anc wilitary forces of the United 
| States.” 

| JIthas been my unalterable purpose, since the 
commencement of hostilities by Mexico, and the de- 
claration of the existence of war by congress to pro- 
secute the war in which the country was unavoida- 
bly involved with the utmost energy, with @ view 
to its “speedy and successiul termination” by an 
honorable peace. 

Accordingly all the operations of our naval and 
military forces have been directed with this view,— 
While the sword bas been heid in one hand, and our 
military movements pressed forward into theenemy’s 
country, and its coasts invesied by our navy, the 
tender of an honorable peace has been constantly 

resented to Mexico in the other. 

Hitherto the overtures of peace which have been 
nade by this government have not been accepted by 
Mexico. With a view to avoid a protracted war, 
which hesitancy and delay on our part would be so 
well calculated to produce, I informed you, in my 
annual message of the 8thof December last, that 
the war would ‘“‘continue to be prosecuted with v1- 
gor as the best means of securiug peace.” and re- 
commended to your early and favorable considera- 
tion the measures proposed by the secretary of war, 
jo his report accompanying that message. 








In my message of the 4th January 
and other measures deemed to be essential 
‘speedy and successful termination” of the 
and the attamment of a just and honorable 


were recommended to your early and favorable eon 


sideration. 


The worst state of things which could exist itt s 
war with such a power as Mexico, would be, 
course of indecision and inactivity on our part.— 
Being charged by the constitution and the laws with 
the conduct of the war, f have availed myself of 9} 


the means at my command to prosecute it with gn, 


ergy and vigor. 


The act “to raise for a limited time an addition. 
al military force, and for other purposes, anq 
which authorizes the raising of ten addititional re. 
giments to the regular army, to serve during the 
war, and to be disbanded at its termination, which 
was presented to me on the 11th inst., and approved 


on that day, will constitute an important part of 


our military force. These regiments will be raised 
and moved to the seat of war with the least practi. 
cable delay. 


It will be perceived that this act makes no provision 
for the organization into brigades and divisions of 
the increased force which it authorizes, nor for the 
appointment of general officers to. command it, | 


will be proper that authority be given by law tg 


make such organization, and to appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate, such number 
of major generals and brigadier generals as the 
efficiency of the service may demand. The num. 
ber of officers of these grades now in service are 
not more than are required for their respective com. 
mands; but further legislative action during your 
present session will, in my judgment, be required, 
and to which it is my duty respecifully to invite your 
attention. 


Should the war, contrary to my earnest desire, be 
protracted to the close of the term of service of the 
volunteers now in Mexieo, who engaged for twelve 
months, an additional volunteer force will probably 
become necessary to supply their place. Many of 
the volunteers now serving in Mexico, it is not 
doubted, would cheerfully engage, at the conclusion 
of their present term, to serve during the war.~ 
They woald constitute a more efficient force than 
could be speedily obtained by accepting the services 
of any new corps who might offer their services.— 
They would have the advantage of the experience 
and discipline of a year’s service, and will have be. 
come accustomed to the climate, and be in less dav- 
ger than new levies of suffering from the diseases of 
the country. I recommend, therefore, that autho. 
rity be given to accept the services of such of the 
volunteers now in Mexico us the state of the public 
service may require, and who may, at the termina 
tion of their present term, voluntarily engage to 
serve during the war with Mexico, and tha: proti- 
sion be made fur commissioning the officers, Siould 
this measure receive the favourable considerativa of 
congress, itis recommended that a bounty ve grao- 
ted to them upon theic voluntarily extending weit 
term of service. Ji\is would not only be due to thee 
gallant men, but it would be econumy to the gor 
ernment; because, if discharged atthe end of the 
iwelve months, the goverument would be bound (0 
incur a heavy exvense in vringing them back to Lief 
homes, and in sending to the seat of war new corpt 
vi fresh troups to supply their place. 


By the act of the thirteenth n! May last, the pres 
dent was authorized to accept the service of volut 
teers, ‘in companies, battalions, squadrons, and re 
giments” but no provision was made for Gilling up 
vacancies which might occur by death, ordischarget 
trom the service, on account of sickness or other 
casualties. Jn consequence of this omission, a 
ny of the corps new in service have been much ft 
duced in numbers. Nor was any provision made lot 
filling vacancies of regimental or company officelt 
who might die or resign. Information has been ™ 
ceived atthe war department of the resignation 
more than one hundred of these officers, 

They were appointed by the state authorities, and 
no information had been received, except in a fe" 
instances, that their places have been filled; and thé 
efficiency of the service has been impaired from th! 
cause. ‘Io remedy these defects, | recommend tht! 
authority be given to accept the service of individ" 
al volunteers, to fill up the places of such as mf 
die, or become unfit for the service and be dischalt 
ed, and that provision be also made for filling 
places of regimental and company afficers who m4 
die or resign. By such provisions, the volunte? 
corps may be constantly kept full, or may appros* 
Mate the maximum number authorized and callt! 
into service in the first instance. 

While it is deemed to be our true policy to pr 
cule the war in the manner indicated, and thus a” 
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st, th the enemy feel its pressure and ita evils, { stvall be| and its fortifications should be delivered to our for 
al to re . all times ready, with the authority conferred on | ces, Ihave had frequent occasion to recur to the 


the constitution, and with all the means which 

“ ene oy be placed at my command » by congress, to con- 
sole con’ clude-a just and honorable peace. " 

Of equal importance with an energetic and vigor- 

ous prosecution of the war are the means required 


bXint itt g io defray its expenses, and to uphold end maintain 


uld be a the public credit. 
ir part. In my annual message of the 8th December last, J 
jaws with ybmitled for the consideration of congress the pro- 
elf of all viet of imposing, as a war measure, revenue du- 
with on. ies o0 Some Of the articles now embraced in the free 
jist. The principal articles now exempt from duty, 
addition. from “hich any considerable revenue could be deri- 
vses, and ved, are teaand coffee. A moderate revenue duty 
tional re. Hon these articles, itis estimated, would produce an- 
uring the Mi oually an amount exceeding two and a half million 
on, which [iB of dollars. Though ina period of peace, when ample 
| approved weans oould be derived from duties on other articles 
nt part of for the support of the government, it may have been 
| be raised deemed proper not to resort to a duty on these arti- 


ast practi- cles; yet, When the country 1s engaged in a foreign 
war, and all our resources are demanded to meet 


) provision the unavoidable increased expenditures in maintain- 


livisions of ming our armies in the field, no soond reason is per- 
sor for the fmeceived why we should not avail ourselves of the rev- 
rand it. It Maeenues which may be derived from this source. The 
by law to objections which have heretofore existed to the im- 
ry and with fmeposition of those duties were applicable to a state of 
ich number fae peace, When they were not needed. We are now, 
rals as the Maehowever, engaged in aforeign war. We geed mon- 

The num Mey to prosecute it, and maintain the public honor 
service are Meandcredit. It cannot be doubted that the patriotic 
ective com fmmpeople ef the United States would cheerfully, and 
juring your without complaint, submil to the payment of this ad- 
ye required, diisonal Guty, or any other that way be necessary to 


maintain the honor of the country, provide for the 
unavoidable expenses of the government, and to up 
uid the public credit. It is recommended that 
pny duties which may be imposed en these ar- 
ticles be limited in their duration to the period of the 
war. 

An additional annual revenue, it is estimated, of 
beiween half a million and a million of dollars, 
would be derived frum the graduation and reduction 
of the price of such of the public lands as have 


) invite your 


t desire, be 
rvice of the 
i for twelve 
il} probably 

Many of 
$0, it is not 
s conclusion 


r tene he been ong offered in the market at the minimum 
- the services price eslablished by the existing laws, and have 


remained unsold. And, in addition to otber rea- 
ons Cummending the measure to favorabie con- 
ideralion, itis recommended as a financial messure. 
‘he duty suggested on tea and coffee, and the grad- 
ion and reduction of the public lands, would se- 


r services.— 
2 experience 
will have be 
» in less dan- 
ie diseases of 


that autho meee #2 additional annual revenue to the treasury 
such of the Me! Bet less than three millions 0: dollars, aud would 
of the public hereby prevent the necessity of incurring a public 


iebt annually to that amount, the interest on which 


Must be paid semi apnually, and ultimately the debt 
self, by a lax on the people. 
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pproved by the government and people of the Uni- 
td Siales, never to resort to luans unless in cases 
bf great public emergency, and then only tor the 


hellést a@imeunk Which tue public necessities will 
periait, 


or " ; 
y pet The increased revenues which the measures now 
. be bound # tcommended would produce, would, moreover, en- 


bie lhe government to negotiate a joan, for any ad- 
ional sum which way be ivund to be needed, 
ith more facility, and at cheaper rates than can be 
due Withvul thea, 

Uider the anjunction of the constitution which 
lakes iLmy duty, “irom time to tie to give tu con- 
fess inlurmation or the slate of the Union, and to 
‘cunmend to their cousideration such measures” as 
Mail be Judged “necessary avd expedient.” | re- 
pecllully and earnestly invite the action of congress 
(ue measures herei presented for their consider- 
lion, The public good, as well asa sense of my 
sponsibility to our common constituents, in my 
(ment, imperivusiy demand that | should present 
ein tur your enlightened Cousideration, and invuke 
Yoravle action upon them Delore the close of your 
sent session. JAS. K. POLK. 
Wasnineton, Feb. 13, 1847. 
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THE CAPITULATION OF MONTEREY. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS AND LETTERS. 


From the Washington Union of 10th inst. 
Victoria, Tamaulipas, Mexico, Jan. 6, 1845. 

YEAR Sig: After much speculation and no little 
the voluntehMit'stepresentation about the capitulation of Monte- 
may appros") y, 1 perceive by our recent newspapers, that a 
rized and call/M@*cussion has arisen as to who is responsible for 
transaction. As one of the commissioners who 

‘re entrusted by Gen’l. Yeylor with the arrange— 
nt of the terms upon which the city of Monterey 



































olicy to pr 
, and thus me 





It is a sound policy, aud ope which has long been | 


course then adopted, and the considerations which | 
led'to it. My judgment after the fact has fully sus- 

tained my decisions at the date of the occurrence; 
and feeling myself responsible for the instrumeat as 

we prepared and presented it to our commanding 

general, I have the satisfaction, after all subsequent 
events, to believe that the terms we offered were 

expedient and honorable, and wise. A distinguished 

gentleman with whom I acted on that commission, 

Governor Henderson, says, ina recently published 

letter, ‘I did not at the time, nor do 1 still like the 
terms, but acted as one of the commissioners, to~ 
gether with General Worth and Colonel Davis, to 
earry out Gen. Taytor’s instructions. We ought to 
and could have made them surrender at discretion,” 
&e. &e. 

From each position taken in the above paragraph 
{ dissent. The instructions given by General Taylor 
only presented his object, and fixed a limit to the 
powers of his commissionors; hence, when points 
were raised which exceeded our discretion, they were 
referred to the commander; but minor points were 
acted on, and finally submitted as a part of our ne- 
gotiation. We fixed the time within which the Mexi- 
can forces should retire from Monterey. We agreed 
upon the time we would wait for the decision of the 
respective governments, which I recollect was less 
by thirty-four days than the Mexican commissioners 
asked—the period adopted being that which, accor- 
ding to our estimate, was required to bring up the 
rear of our army with the ordnance and supplies ne- 
cessary for further operations. 

I did not then, nor dol now, believe we could 
have made the enemy surrender at discretion. Had 
I] entertained the opinion it would have been given to 
the commission, and to the commanding general, 
and would have precluded me from signing an agree- 
ment which permitied the garrison to retire with the 
honors of war. [tis demonstrable, from the posi- 
tion and known prowess of the two armies, that we 
could drive the enemy from the town; but the town 
was untenable whilst the main fort (called the new 
ciludel) remained in the hands of the enemy. Be- 
ing without siege artillery or entrenching tools, we 
could only hope to carry this fort by storm, after a 
heavy loss from our army; which, isolated in a hos— 
tile country, now numbere: less than balf the forces 
of the enemy. When all this had been achieved, 
what more would we have gained than by the ca- 
pitulation? 


General Taylor’s force was too small to invest the 
town. lt was, therefore, always inthe power of the 
enemy to retreat, bearing his light arms. Our army, 
poorly provided, and with very insufficient transpor- 
tation—could not have overtaken, if they had pur. 
sued the flying enemy. Hence the conclusion that, 
as it was not in our power to capture the main body 


The moral effect of retiring under the capitulation 
was certainly greater than if the enemy had retrea- 
ted without ourconsent. By this course we secured 
the large supply of ammunition he had collected in 
Monterey—wiich, had the assault been continued, 
must have been exploded by our shells, as it was 
principally stored in ‘*the Cathedral,” which, being 
supposed to be filied with troops, was the especial! 
aun of our pieces. The destruction which this ex- 
plosion would have produced must have involved the 
advance of both divisions of our troops; and I com- 
mend this to the contenplation of those whose argu- 
ments have been drawn from facts learned since the 


introductory remarks, | send a copy of a manuscript 
in my possession, which was prepared to meet such 
necessity as now exists for an explanation of the 
views which governed the commissioners in arrang:- 
ing the terms of capitulation, to justify the com- 
manding general, should misrepresentation and ca— 
junny attempt to tarnish his weil earned reputation, 


transaction. Please publish this in your paper, and 
believe me your friend, &e. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
Memoranda of the transaction in connexion with the 
capitulation of Monterey, capital of Nueva Leon, 

Mexico. 

By invitation of Gen. Ampudia, commanding the 
Mexican army, General Taylor accompanied by a 
number of his officers, proceeded on the 24th Sept., 
1846, to a house desiznated as the place al which 
General Ampudia requested an interview. The par- 
ties being convened, Gen. Ampudia announced, as 
Official information, that commissioners from the U. 
States had been received by the government of 
Mexico; and that the orders under which he had pre- 
pared to defend the city of Monterey, had lost 











their force by the subsequent change of his own 
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government; therefore he asked the conference. 
A brief conversation between the commanding gen- 
erals, showed their views to be so opposite, as to 
leave little reason to expect an amicable arrange- 
ment between them. 

Gen’l. Taylor said he would not del#y t0 receive 
such propositions as Gen. Ampudia indicated. One 
of Gen. Ampudia’s party, | think, the governor of the 
city, suggested the appointment of a mixed com- 
mission; this was acceded to and Gen. W.G. Worth, 
of the United States army, General J. Pinckney 
Henderson of the Texan volunteers, and Colonel 
Jefferson Davis, of the Mississippi riflemen, on the 
partof Gen. Taylor; and General J. Ma. Ortega, 
General P. fReguena, and Senor the Governor M. 
Ma. Liane on the part of Gen. Ampudia, were ap- 
pointed. 

General Taylor gave instructions to his com- 
misstoners which, as understood, for they were 
brief and verbal, will be best shown by the copy 
of the demand which the United States, commis- 


sioners prepared in the conference room here in- 
corporated: 


Copy of demand by United States Commissioners. 

“J. As the legitimate result of the operations be- 
fore this place, and the present position of the con- 
tending armies, we demand the surrender of the 
town, the arms and munitions of war, and all other 
public property within the place. 

“II. That the Mexican armed force retire beyond 
the Rinconada, Linares, and San Fernando, on the 
coast. 

“Tf. The commanding general of the army of the 
United States agrees that the Mexican officers re- 
serve their side arms and private baggage; and the 
troops be allowed to retire under their: flicers with- 
out parole, a reasonable time being allowed to with- 
draw the forces. 

“IV. The immediate delivery of the main work, 
now Occupied, to the army of the United States. 

“V. To avoid collissions, and for mutual conveni- 
ence, that the troops of the United States shall not 
occupy the town until the Mexican forces have been 
withdrawn, except for hospital purposes, store hou- 
ses, &e. 

“VI. The commanding general of the United States 
agrees not to advance beyond the line specified in 
the second section before the expiration of eight 
weeks, or until the respective governments can be 
heord from.” 

The terms of the demand were refused by the 
Mexican commissioners, who drew up a counter 
proposition, of which I only recollect thut it contain- 
ed a permission to the Mexican forces to retire with 
their arms. This was urged as a matter of soldierly 
pride, and as an ordinary courtesy. We had reached 
the limitof our instructions, and the commission rose 
to report the disagreement. 





commissioners Closed their negotiations. With these | 


and, for all time to come, to fix the truth of the | 


Upon returning to the reception room, after the 


of the Mexican army, it is unreasonable to suppose | fact had been announced that the commissioners could 
their general would have surrendered at discretion. | not agree upon terms, General Ampudia entered at 


length upon the question, treating the point of disa- 
igreementas one which involved the honor of, his 
| country, spoke of his desire for a setthement without 
further bloodshed, and said ie did not care about the 
pieces of artillery which be bad atthe place. Gen. 
Taylor responded to the wish to avoid unnecessary 
bloodshed. It was agreed the commission should 
|reassemble, and we were instructed to concede the 
|smal} arms; and I supposed there would be no ques- 
| tiou about the artillery. The Mexican commission- 
|ers now urged that, as all other arms had been re- 
| cognised, it would be discreditable to the artillery 
|if required to march out without any thing to re- 
present their arm, and stated, in answer to an inqui- 
ry, that they had a battery of light artillery, manceu- 
vred and equipped as such. ‘The commission again 
ruse, and reported the disagreement on the point of 
artillery. 

General Taylor hearing that more was demanded 
than the middle ground, upon which, ina spirit of 
| generosity, he had agreed to place the capitulation, 
announced the conference at an end; and rose in a 
manner which showed his determination to talk no 
more. Ashe crossed the room to leave if, ene of 
the Mexican commissioners addressed him, and some 
conversation, which Idid not hear ensued. General 
| Worth asked permission of Gen. Taylor, and ad- 
| dressed some remarks to Gen. Ampudia, the spirit 
of which was that which he manifested throughout 
the negotiation, viz: generosity and leniency, and a 
desire tospare ihe further etfusion of blood. The 
commission reassembled, and the points of capitula- 
tion were agreed upon. Alter ashorlrecess we again 
repaired to the room in which we had parted 
from the Mexican commissioners; they were tar- 
dy im joining us, and slow in executing the in- 
strument of capitulation. The 7th, 8:h, and 9th ar- 
ticles were added during this session. At a late 
j hour the English original was handed to Gen. Tay- 
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Jor for his examination; the Spanish original having 
been sent to General Ampudia. Gen. Taylor signed 
and delivered to me the mstrument as it was sub- 
mitted to him, and I returned to receive the Spanish 
copy with the signature of General Ampudia, and 
send that‘kgving General Taylor’s signature, that 
each general might countersign the original to be 
retained by theother. Gen’l. Ampudia did not sign 
the instrument as was expected, but came himself to 
meet the commissioners. He raised many points 
which had been settled, and evinced a disposition to 
make the Spanish differ in essential points from the 
English instrument. General Worth was absent.— 
Finally he was required to sign the instrument pre- 
pared for his own commissioners, and the English 

original was left with him that he might have it 
translated, (which he promised to do that night,) 

and be ready the next morning with a Spanish du- 

ag he of the English instrument left with bim.— 

y this means the two instruments would be made te 

correspond, and he be compelled to admit his know]- 

edge of the contents of the English original before 
he signed it. 

The next mornirg the commission again met, 
again the attempt was made, as had been often done 
before by solicitation, to gain some grant in addition 
tothe compact. Thus, we had, at their request, 
adop‘ed the word capitulation in lieu of surrender; 
they now wished to substitute stipulation for capitula- 
tion. It finally became necessary to make a peremp- 
tory demand for the immediate singing of the English 
instrument by Gen’l. Ampudia, and the literal trans- 
lation (now perfected) by the commissioners and 
their general. The Spanish instrument first signed 
by Gen. Ampudia was destroyed in presence of his 
commissioners; the translation of our own instru- 
ment was counlersigned by General Taylor, and 
delivered. The agreement was complete, and it only 
remained to execute the terms. 

Much has been said about the construction of ar- 
ticle 2 of the capitulation, a copy of which is here- 
to appended. Whatever ambiguity there may be 
in the lai guage used, there was a perlect understan- 
ding by the commissioners upon both sides, as to the 
intent of the parties. The distinction we made be- 
tween light artillery equipped and manceuvred as 
such, designed for and used in the field, and pieces 
being the armament of a fort, was clearly stated on 
our sida; and that it was comprehended on their’s, 
appeared in the fact, that repeatedly they asserted 
their possession of light artillery, and said they had 
one battery of light pieces. Such conformity of opin- 
ion existed among our commissioners upon every 
measure which was finally adopted, that | consider 
them, in their sphere, joimtly and severally respon- 
sible for each and every article of the capitulation. 
If, as originally viewed by General Worth, our con 
duet has been in accordance with the peacefu! poli- 
cy of our government, and shall in any degree tend 
to consummate that policy, we may congratulate 
ourselves upon the part we have taken. If otherwise, 
it. will remain to me as a deliberate opinion, that the 
terms of the capitulation gave all which could have 
followed, of desirable result, from a further assault. 
It was in the power of the enemy to retreat, and to 
bear with him his small arms, and such a battery as 
was contemplated in the capitulation. The other 
grants were such as it was honorable in aconquering 
army to bestow, and which it cost magnanimity no- 
thing to give. 

‘Lhe above recollections are submitted to Generals 
Henderson and Worth for correction and addition 
that the misrepresentation of this transaction may 
be presented by a statement made whilst the events 
are recent and and the memory fresh. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Col. Mississippi riflemen. 

Camp NEAR Monrerey, Oct. 7th, 1846. 

The above is a correct statement of the leading 
facts connected with the transactions referred to, 
according to my recollection. It is, however, pro- 
per, that ] should further state, that my first impres- 
sion was, that no better terms than those first pro- 
posed, on the part of Gen’l. Taylor, vught to have 
been given, and 1 so said to Gen’l. Taylor when I 
found him disposed to yield to the request of Gen’). 
A.ipudia; and, at the same lime, gave il as my opin- 
jon that they would be accepted by him before we 
left the town. Gen’l. Taylor replied, that he would 
run no risk where it could be avoided—thal lie wish- 
ed to avoid the further shedding of biood, and that 
he was satisfied that our government would be pleas- 
ed with the terms given by the capitulation; and be- 
jng myself persuaded of that fact, I yielded my in- 
dividual views and wishes; and, under that convic- 
tion, | shaliever be ready to defend the terms of 
the capitulation. , 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON, 

Major Gen't Com. the Texan Volunteers. 
Jnot enly counselled and advised, the opportunity 


being offered the general-in-chief, the first proposi- 
tron; but cordially assented and approved the deci- 
sion taken by General Taylor in respect to the lat- 
ter, as did every member of the commission, and for 
good and sufficient military and national reasons— 
and stand ready at ali times and proper places, to 
defend and sustain the action of the commanding 
general, and participation of the commissioners.— 
Knowing that malignants, the tremor being off are at 
work to discredit and misrepresent the case, (as I 
had anticipated,) I feel obliged to Col. Davis for ha- 
ving thrown together the material and facts. 
W. J. WORTH, 
Brig. Gen. commanding 2d division. 

Monrerey, Oct. 12th, 1846. 

Terins of the capitulation of the city of Monterey, 
the capital of Nueva Leon, agreed upon by the un- 
dersigned commissioners—to wit.—General Worth, 
of the United States army; General Henderson, of 
the Texan: volunteers; and Colonel Davis, of the 
Mississippi riflemen, on the part of Major General 
Taylor, commandaing-in-chief the United States for- 
ces; and Gen’l. Requena and Gen’|. Ortega, of the 
army of Mexico, and Senor}Manuei M. Llano, Gov- 
ernor of Nueva Leon, on the part of Senor General 
Don Petro Ampudia, commanding in chief the army 
of the north of Mexico. 

ArticLe 1. As the legitimate result of the oper- 
ations before this place, and the present position of 
the contending armies, it is agreed that the city, the 
fortifications, cannon, the munitions of war, and 
all other public property, with the undermention- 
ed exceptions, be surrendered to the commanding 
general of the United States forces now at Monte- 
rey. 

Articte 2. That the Mexican forces be allow- 
ed to retain the following arms—to-wit: The com- 
missioned officers, their side arms; the infantry, their 
arms and accoutrements; the cavalry, their arms 
and accoutrements; the artillery, one field battery, 
not to exceed six pieces, with twenty one rounds of 
am unition, 

ArticLte 3. That the Mexican armed forces re- 
tire within seven days from this date beyond the 
line formed by the pass of the Rinconada, the city 
of Linares, and San Fernando de Pusos. 

ArTIcLE 4. That the citadel of Monterey be 
evacuated by the Mexican, and occupied by the 
American forces to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock. 

ArticLe 5. Tu avoid collisions, and for mutual 
convenience, that the troops of the United States 
will not occupy the city until the Mexican forces 
have withdrawn, except for the hospital and storage 
purposes. 

ArrticLte 6. That the forces of the United States 
will not cdvance beyond the lines specified in the 
3rd article, before the expiration of eight weeks, or 
until the orders of the respective governments can 
be received. 

ArticLe 7. That the public property to be de- 
livered, shall be turned over and received by officers 
appointed by the commanding generals of the two 
armies. 

ArticLe 8. That all doubts, as to the meaning of 
any of the preceding articles, shall be solved by an 
equitable construction, and on principles of liberality 
to the retiring army. 

Arric.e 9° That the Mexican flag, when struck 
at the citadel may be saluted by its own battery. 

W. J. WORTH, 
Brig General U. S. Army. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON, 
Maj. Gen. commanding the Texan volunteers. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Col. Mississippi riflemen. 
J. M. ORTEGA, 
T. REQUENA, 
MANUEL M. LLANO, 
Approved: PEDRO AMPUDIA, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. Gen. U. S. A. commanding. 

Done at Monaterey, Sept. 24, 1846. 





Gen. TayLor.—Exztract srom a letter of a lady, to 
the cditor—**ThefRegister reached me yesterday also, 
and after glancing over its contents and those of the 
newspapers which accompanied it, | could not but 
think of the various conditions and aspects of society 
as aspectacle for angels;—the sufferings of the Irish, 
Scotch, and other Europeans, trom the failure of 
their crops;—the evils of famine and its attendant 
horrors, make many other evils appear as light in the 
balance, else I should think it hard that General 
Taylor’s humanity, bravery and skill, should subject 
him to the one sided animadversions of the ‘‘slang- 
whangers” and the indiscreet zeal of his friends.— 
But the judgment and discretion of true heroism is 
brought into bolder relief by those atiempts to in- 
jure it, andI can but hope he may come out of the 





SPEECH OF HON. R. JOHNSON, OF up- 
U. 8. SENATE FEB. 6, 1847. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson Esq. Mr. President, the ques. 
tion before the senate, I believe, is upon the amend 
ment proposed by the senator from Michigan, [Mr 
Cass,| as a substitute for that offered by the senato, 
from Georgia [Berrien] to the bill which came mvned 
the committee on foreign relations. The single ques. 
tion, then, before the senate, perhaps, is the propriet 
of that amendmant; but what I am about to ey oe 
this occasion—probably the only one on which I shall 
trouble the senate on this subject—it is my pu 

to speak on another question growing out of the pro. 
position of the committee itself. And I feel, Mr 
President, that I should require the indulgence of 
the senate in what I am about to say, both for 
what I may say and the ‘uannerin which | may pre. 
sent it, because I find myself most unexpected] 
thrown into this debate. Nothing was further from 
my purpose, at this stage of the debate, at least when 
the senator from Georgia concluded his admirable 
speech of yesterday; for, in my simplicity, Mr. Preg. 
ident, I took for granted that the amendment suggest. 
ed by the honorable senator from Michigan woylq 
not be permitted by him to go toa vole without his 
saying a single word in its support. It is upon its 
face clearly important. It 1s nol so very obviously 
connected with the bill itself, which he seeks to 
amend by it; and it 1s, without any previous notice, 
suddenly started upon the consideration of the sen. 
ate—apparently without even consultation with his 
political friends. It embraced, sir, a high, and mo 
mentous principle of public policy, not only in the 
present condition of the country, but in any similar 
condition in which the country, may hereafter be 
placed. Under these impressions, seeing that the 
vote was about to be taken even before the amend- 
ment itself was presented, | inquired of my friend, 
the senator from Michigan, whether it was not his 
purpose to state, however succinctly, the grounds 
upon which he had offered it. I was answered— 
if | heard the senator correctly—that it was not his 
intention to do so. l-could not have been more sur. 
prised, Mr. President, if Lhad found that Santa Anna 


had proved true to the engagements express or im-j 


plied under which he was permitted to enter Mexico, 
and head the troops now in battie array aganist us! 
I] was certainly greatly astonished at that declaration, 
but concluded that a night’s reflection would satisfy 
the honorable senator that it was no less due to the 
country and the senate, than to his own distinguished 
reputation, that such a proposition should be main- 
tained with all the ability which he could com 
mand; and, in that belief, | moved the adjournment. 
But I have taken nothing by my motion. The hon- 
orable senator 1s as stili as the grave! [A laugh, in 
which Mr. Cass joined] Why so? Has the proposi- 
tion been offered without due reflection! If it has 
ought it to be withdrawn? Has it been carefully 
considered? Does it present the sentiments of the 
president of the United States? If so, it ts due to al 
that it should be maintained with all the force whic 
that distinguished statesinan—the senator from Mi- 
chigan—is able to command. And upon this side 
of the chamber. Mr. President, | think we have & 
right respectfully to ask the aid of lights which we 
are not able, of ourselves, to furnish. Let the efful 
gent intellect of the honorable senator shine upou 
this proposition! Let the darkness of our minds be 
illumined, so that we may be able to see it in ils true 
intrinsic excellence! [donot yet despair, althoug 
the prospect is exceedingly discouraging! [A laugh. 

The American people have a right to expect it 
the world—the known well earned reputation of the 
distinguished senator, at home and abroad, invoki 
it. Public feeling will not and should not be salls 
fied without it. His high character, his long exper! 
ence, his clear judgment; his nice sense of honor, pub 
lic and private, cannot fail to make the world . 
licitous for the grounds upon which he places {! 
amendment; and | do trust that, although one night 
reflection has not brought my friend, the senato 
from Michigan, on the floor, yet, that we shall 7 
him in his proper place on Monday next. Wha J 
the proposition? Io order to understand it, itis 7” 
sary to see wivat the bill is, to which it is propo , 
as an amendment. ‘The president of the Unie 
States, first in secret session, and afterwards in °F 
session recommended an appropriation of two ™! 
lion of dollars to enable him to negotiate a pe? 
with Mexico. He reiterates that recommendstl 
in his annual message, al the commencement 0" 
session. 





The chairman of the committee on foreig 
relations, speaking the sense of the conn 

course, reports a bill appropriating not two, but . 
millions, and he accompanies the report with a pit 
to which, by and by, | propose to pay my resp®” 
What is the bill? That three millions of dollar 








furnace refined by the process.” 






THE THREE MILLION BiLy 





















































































































— 


not more— 
ing any 
on , in 
exico to % 
eee fron 
yis0, on wh 
jon, to SAY ‘ 
of the senat 
Why, tiist 
ibe first ple 
gased, its 
we are ENG: 
jt slates, as 
rmination 
ibe extent ¢ 
pave @ righ 
sto go OD 
bat 5 orde 
the United & 
galure and € 
tion to the fi 
from Michig 
this own g 
appropriatin 
by an hovor 
aged, to Sti 
fis he any 
fear that the 
couclusion | 
[should be 
are present? 
in which we 
United Stat 
declared on 
of the law 
been brough 
ibe part of . 
believe that 
and were cc 
role—for th 
patriotic isn 
that in any j 
United State 
ted, and our 
one of those 
preamble. 
It is unnece 
were high a 
who would d 
ings are insé 
country, that 
to sland by & 
part of the b 
down. Ah! 
But it seems 
since, in Whi 
resorting to t 
Even ina re 
who have co 
was suffered 
orson the o 
Michigan, vo 
Now he insis 
led in this bi 
ld which mar 
ih Order upp: 
be his he 
bill, and agal 
Which in thei 
brought upon 
readily unde: 


Proposed to b 
Main to the n 
peace which 
We seek to at 


he causes wh 
ed in good 


Tied States 
Mittee who he 
desires peace. 
ihe attainmen 
thigan canno 
lhe bill, that 

ldsults the pu 


(lo have by 
at proportio 
lainment of 
0 accomplis: 


Of tue w 
bing at all 
Chigan, hoy 
Pion from | 


how appare 


Par hot on th 


Sand decide 


sideration 


he act of t 


be just. Ly 


Stnke outa! 



































































































———a-ennmeseet 


eae, 


dete.) 
ais 


SF MD. 


the ques. 
the amend 
igan, {Mr, 
the senator 
came from 
ingle ques. 
& propriety 
it to gay on 
hich I shall 
1Y purpose 
of the pro- 

I feel, Mr, 
julgence of 
i, both for 
I may pre. 
1eXpectedly 
urther from 
least when 
_ admirable 
1, Mr. Pres. 
ent suggest. 
gan would 
without hig 
_ is upon its 
r obviously 
ie seeks to 
‘10Us notice, 

1 of the sen- 
on with his 
gh, and mo- 
only in the 
any similar 
ereafler be 
ng that the 
» the amend- 
{my friend, 
was not his 
the grounds 
; answered— 
was not his 
en more sur- 
. Santa Anna 
(press or im-j 
nter Mexico, 
y aganist us! 
t declaration, 
would satisfy 
is due to the 
distinguished 
yuld be main- 
, could com 
adjournment, 
1. The hon- 

[A laugh, in 
s the proposi- 
nt «oA oat has, 
en carefully 
ments of the 
it is due to al 
e force whic 
tor from Mi- 
yon this side 
zc we have % 
its which we 
Let the efful 
yr shine upon 
our minds be 
e it in its true 
yair, althoug 
ig! [A laugh. 
to expect it 
yutation of the 
vroad, invok 
|} not be satis 
is long exper 
of honor, pub 
he world 80 
he places thi 
igh one night 
j, the senalo 
t we shall find 

ext, What ! 
d it, itis neces 
h it is proposes 
of the Unite 
rwards in ope 
wn of two mil 
rotiate a pee 
commendatio 
ncement of th 
ittee on forelg 

committee ? 
ttwo, but thre 
rt wilh ae 

my respe 

a io dollars 

















































































































































eT ee aL ear ah geeneald amaeet emmceiicts .oipeetae MANLY agate Geo Ah ot 


panera aN Igos, Afi? wen pation go LH 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB. 20, 1847—THREE MILLION BILL. 





— 











got more—are appropriated for the purpose of de- 

ing any extraordinary expense which may be 
on , in order to bring the existing war with 
Mexico to a phe and honorable conclusion. The 
nator from Georgia proposed to append to it a pro- 
is0, 00 which it is not my purpose, in this connex- 
ion, t0 say anything. Then comes the amendment 
of the senator from Michigan; and what is that?— 
Woy, ti is that the appropriation should be passed in 
2 first place, and as one of the reasons of its being 
jsed, it states the character of the war in whieh 
we are engaged with reference to its causes, then 
it slates, a8 another reason, the terms on which the 
rmination of the war is to be concluded, as regards 
ihe extent of any indemnity which the United States 
pve a right to demand, and without which the war 
is 10 go 00 interminably; and the third reason is, 
pat in order Lo begin to conclude it, the president of 
ihe United States must first consider and decide the 
galure and extent of such indemnity. It is in rela- 
jjon to the first of these grounds that I ask my friend 
fom Michigan most respectfully to state hereafter, 
ithis own good pleasure, why it is necessary, ina bill 
sppropriating three millions of dollars to terminate 
by an houorable treaty the war in which we are en- 
aged, to state w bat the character of the war is?— 
fis he apy Misgivings upon that subject? Does he 
far that the worid at large may come to a different 
cuclusion in referenee to the character of this war? 
[should be inclined to think so. Mr. President, we 
gre presevuing an extravidiuary speciacie. The war 
in which we are engaged so iar as the congress of the 
United States are concerned in its declaration, was 
declared on the 13th of May last. In the preamble 
ofthe law declaring it, the senate stated that it had 
been brought on by an authorized actof hostility on 
ihe part of Mexico; and very many of the senators 
believe that that assertion was unfounded in fact, 
and were compelled to vote—such of them as did 
yole—for the bill with that assertion. only from the 
patriotic impulses which they were unable to restrain, 
that in any and every circumstance the honor of the 
United States niust be vindicated, our troops protec- 
ted, and our arms savg@g from tarnish. 1 was not 
ope of those who differed as to the fact stated in the 


P 


‘And it is hereby declared to be the true intent and 
meaning of congress, in making this appropriation, 
that, as by the act of the republic of Mexico, a state 
of war exists between that government and the Unit- 
ed States, agreeably to the declaration made by this 
congress, on the 13th day of May last.” 

It is the declaration, therefore, made inthe act of 
the 13th May, that makes the war a just on our part! 
The fact itself is made by the amendment of the sen- 
ator, exclusively in that simple declaration! Weil, 
then comes, his ‘‘therefore.” What I have read is 
the whole preamble: 

‘“‘Therefore, the interests and honor of this coun- 
try require that the saic war be vigorously prosecu- 
ted to a successful issue.” 

But | suppose it is not necessary to call one from 
the dead to teil us that. A nation engaged in a war, 
just or unjust—is im a state in which every consider- 
ation demands that it should be brought toa success- 
ful and honorable termination. That is not the object, 
that successful and honorable termination of the war 
connected with another sentiment of thes enator from 
Michigan—that a reasonable indemnity should be ob 
tained from Mexico for the wrongs which she has 
committed towards the government and citizens of 
the United States. Well, what is the indemnity?— 
Why, Ll understand the president of the United States 
to say, in his message, that the war having been 
commenced by Mexico, it has been carried into the 
enemy’s country, and will be vigorously prosecuted 
there, wilh a view of obtaining an honorable peace, 
and thereby securing ample indemnity for the expen- 
ses of the war and the claims of our citizens. Now, 
] am sure that the senator from Michigan is not pre- 





pared to say that the president, in that part of his 
message, has claimed arything unreasonable. ‘Then 
the reasonable indemnity for which the senator from 
Michigan supposes that the war should be prosecuted, 
is full indemnity for all the expenses of the war, and 
full indemnity for all that the government of Mexico 
owes to citizens of the United States. Well, how are 
they going to get 1? One would suppose, Mr. Pres- 
ident, from reading that part of his amendment to 
which I have called that attention of the senate, that 
itj was to be effected by a vigorous and successful pros- 





preamble. I stated then the grounds of that opinion. | 
lt is ubnecessary to restate them now. 


who would do honor to any land—whose whose feel- 
ings are inseparably connected with the honor of the 
country, that, believing differently and still walling 
to sland by the country, proposed to strike out that 
part of the vill. 
down. Ah! that ought to have satisfied senators.— 
But it seems it did not. On each and every occasion 
since, in Which a tolerable pretext offered itself for 
resorting to the same thing, the effort has been made. 
Even in a resolution of thanks to the gallant men 


was suffered to find its way. And many of the sena- 
lorson the other side, including the senator from 
Michigan, voted to retain that clause as it stood.— 
Now he insists on having the same thing incorpora- 
led in this bill. He must again revive a declaration 
inwhich many of his brother senators do not unite; 
inorder spparently—though such certainly cannot 
be his purpose—to drive them to vote against the 
bill, and agai compel them to yote a war to be just, 
Which in their conscitnces they believe was iilegally 
brought upon the country. Now, sir, | could very 
tadily undeistand why a proposition like this was 
proposed to be incorporated in this bill if it were ger- 
mainto the matter. But is the character of the 
peace which we are to have—are the objects which 
We seek to altain, to be in any manner aflected by 
iecauses which led to this wat? This bill is pro- 
~ in good faith, no doubt by the president of the 
uiled States, and with equal good faith by the com 
millee whohave reported it. It means peace. It 
dtsires peace. Jt seeks to avoid all the obstacles to 
ie attainment of that end. The senator from Mi- 
“igan cannot but see, in locking into the object of 
¢ bill, that just as he provokes Mexico—just as he 
sults the public opinion of Mexico, by declaring 
at lo have been an aggressor without cause—Just in 
ae portion does be increase the obstacles to the 
; lument of the end which the bill was designed 
wets gocdiiiee speedy and successful lermina- 
= tue war, The proposition, therefore, has 
bro we at all to do with the bill itself in which it is 
posed lo be incorporated. ‘The senator from 
~chigan, however, if I may judge of his present 
Pion from the phraseology which he has adopted 
Wy apparently anxious to place the justice of this 
a Laer on the facts which the country may exam—- 
Deside Gecide for themselves, but simply on the 
: eration that the congress of the United States, 
ob fact of the 13tu of May, have deciared the war 
© just. Letme read it: 














) te But there | purpose of prosecuting the war vigorously. 
were high and patrictic spirits in this body—men | 


But their proposition was voted | 


who have covered the nation with glory, this clause | 


inke out all aiter the word “provided,” and insert’ | 


ecution of the war. ‘This bill is not proposed for the 
We 
hate given full assurance on both sides of the 
chamber of our readiness to aid in such a prosecu- 
tion of the war. It is a libej on the patriotism of the 
senate to suppose that any member, on either side 
of it, has for a moment hesitated to place, at the dis- 
posal of ihe executive, everything in money and in 
men which he wanted in order to bring the war to a 
speedy and successful termination. We have voted 
men without number. We have voted the descrip- 
tion of troops which he asked, and voted it, many of 
us, against the opinions of some of his particular 
friends. We are voting money to the whole extent 
of his demand. We are willing to go further. Come 
when he may, asking for more money or more men, 
and if he give us reasonable evidence that they are 
necessary to bring the war to a speedy and success- 
ful termination, he will find as ready a spirit of ac- 
quiescense on this as on the other side of the cham- 
ber. But what is this bill? Does this bill look toa 
successful termination of this contest by a vigorous 
prosecution of the wai? Why, if it pass—if 1 may 
be permitted to use the expression-—it rather shows 
the ‘white feather!” It fears—it is founded on the 
apprehensiou—that no such peace as we are willing 
to obtain cap be procured alone by means of a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war. Its object is not to fight 
outa peace, butto buy apeace! And, Mr. President, 
| the chairman of the committee on foreign relations 
in his speech as reported—as | understood him to say 
correctly reported—stated, perhaps inadvertently, 
why it is that it is so absolutely important now that 
this bill should meet the sanction of congress. Il 
think he has done so inadvertently; because he has, 
1 am inclined to suppose been affording, in what I 
am about to read, ‘aid and comfort” to the enemy; 
| and 1 beg him to take care; if he is earnest in il, that 
_he does not meet with presidential or organic cen- 
isure. After speaking ol the debility of Mexico—her 
| distress—ler conquered towns and provinces—her 
| agitation—her factions—the honorable senator teils 
/us—the truth will come out when the heart is full 
| of it—and I might suppose that the thought was sug- 
| gested to him in some anxious colloquy with the 
| manager of our finances!—he tells us: 


| “The president believed that Mexico, or a large part 
| of it; at all events a large majority of the people would 
'be glad to make peace. ‘They have seen that they 
/are unequal to the contest with the United States— 
| they have seen their cities captured by our armies, 

or blockaded by our fleets—they have seen a large 
| portion of their territory subjugated by our troops— 
| they see our armies still triuasphantly advancing into 








| the interior of their country—and theirs defeated in 





| 


every contest. They have found themselves impov- 
erished, and their army and civil list sustained by 


forced and illegal exactions upon the people, des- 


titute of means, and no hope of obtaining it. Gloomy 
as this picture is on the part of Mexico, should this 
war continue for a great while longer, they see that 
their condition will be still more oppressive, and the 
terins on which they can alternately have peace, still 
more onerous. This is the light in which, it is be- 
lieved, a majority of the people of Mexico view this 
war, and so viewing it, the president thinks it at 
least probable that if clothed by congress with the 
necessary means and discretion, that he may be able 
to make peace with Mexico. On our part, we begin 
to feel that we are engaged in an expensive war—a 
war altended by a great sacrifice of life, ond one 
calculated to exhaust to a greatextent, the means 
of this government, and which if continued for a great 
while longer, must result in imposing heavy burdens 
upon our people,” 

That is the source of solicitude—that doubt is the 
fact. Theonly point in which the senator is mis- 
taken is that they ‘‘just” begin to ‘feel’? all this.— 
It was felt some time since! Well, uow; the senator 
from Michigan says, that being engaged in a war 
justly commenced itis our duty vigourousiy to pros- 
ecute it, and to pass a bill appropriating three mil- 
lions of dollars to buy a peace! | want biin to show 
the connexion between the object and the means of 
of accomplishing the object, when he hereafter shall 
think proper to address the senate. he senator 
from Arkausas and honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee of foreign relations, says we want peace—our 
treasury, like that of Mexico, is exhausted—our 
people, with that people of Mexico, are about 
to be mulcted in heavy assessments—our means 
from any and every quarter from which they can be 
collected are about tu be expended for the necessary 
support of this war—as burdens, almost intolerable, 
threaten us in the prosecution of this war, we want 
peace—peace we will have—but we will have it, hie 
says through this bill, by buying it! Well, now here 
is an evident contradiction—hostility—on the grounds 
upon which this bill is maintained, between the two 
distinguished senators of whom | have spoken. One 
is for obtaining a successful peace by a vigorous 
prosecution of the war—the other is for obtaining a 
successful peace by purchasing it! Let us put his 
ameudment as preamble of the bill and see how it 
reads: 


‘¢«Whereas a reasonable indemnity should be obtain. 


-ed from Mexico for the wrongs she has committed 


towards the government and cilizens of the United 
States. Therefore, be it enacted, that we give three 
millions of money to buy it!” [A laugh.) 

Why, that would be a most lame and impotent con- 
clusion! Sword in hand he marches upto the foe, 
threatens to exterminate him,but then stops and says, 
‘My dearsir, you may have my sword if you take my 
purse, and let usstand quits!” Would that be an hon- 
orable and vigorous prosecution of a private personal 
contest? Would that be a glorious termination of i? 
There could be but one answer; and what would be 
dishonorable as between individuals, is equally dis- 
honorable as between nations. And I say to the se- 
nator from Michigan, in all good faith, if he means— 
as | am sure he does mean what he says—that this 
war can only be honorably terminated by its vigorous 
prosecution; he owes it to himself to vote against this 
bill; for that would be the predicament in which he 
would stand if the bill were allowed to utter its own 
solitary voice, without the carefully prepared com- 
mentary of the Senator from Arkansas. But it does 
not stand by itself. It is accompanied by this 
official commentary; and what story does that bill 
tell us? After indulging himself in the hope that 
perhaps the vote on the bill would be unanimous— 
a hope founded on the proceedings of last session—he 
goes on to tell us that we had reduced impoverished 
Mexico to extremities; and then he says:— 

‘‘And they had keptour army out of the country 
which was claimed by us for a considerable time be- 
fore the commencement of the war, for the express 
purpose of securing peace by showing, what was felt, 





'a forbearance anda disposition to avoid a hostile col- 
‘lision. in making this peace, after all that has oc- 
‘curred, the United States, of course, would expect 
| to receive, to some extent, at least, indemnify for the 
expenses of the war, and they would expect also the 
payment of the claiuss held by our citizens against 
ihe republic of Mexico; and this indemnity, for these 
purposes, in consequence of her inability to give any 
other, would be expected in the shape of a cession of 
territory. He was not authorized to state precisely 
what territory this government would require for 
this indemnity, and for the payment of these claims; 
but he supposed that no senator wou'd think they 
are to get Jess than New Mexico aid Upper Cali- 
fornia. He did not suppose that a treaty of peace 
with less than this would ever pass tLis body.” 












AT ERO LD Ta = RTI? 


> 


~! ya; % 
acini axe ee 


ieeieneen” ain naa 
. pon) eee ae Po Rey 


Ly 


7S 


aise 
aN te ile aes Ste DEY pale 


ao oes 


ho. 


eae Pipe eee 
oe fe 


Mert: coe 


3 - 
i 
a 
; | 
bi 
: 
a i: 
i! 
j 
4 4 


ee 
Per me: 


Lees aie 





BEA S 


= 


ae 


GG Oe MOM nn OST RE eles 





398 




















That is, we are to take as much as we ean, but he 
thinks that is the least that could be acceptec!— 
Then the inquiry suggests itself to him—and no 
doubt it was the subject of deliberate consideration 
—mey there not be some difficulty in getting a trea- 
ty? ‘The country is distracted—the faction that is in 
the ascendant to-day 1s down to-morrow! ‘The diffi- 
culty stared the committee in the face, and the dis- 
tinguished senator, the chairman of the commullee, 
rises to meet it. How? ‘The senator had told them: 

‘Our arms had triumphed everywhere. We had 
got possession of a large portion of Mexico. We 
had possession of some of her seaports, and held 
others blockaded. We were powerful, and in a con- 
dition to extend our coneuests.” 

Why, they will take the whole of Mexico, if she 
were not careful, and we will, mayhap, again hear 
on that side of the chan. ber, what so frequently came 
from the senator from Michigan on a former occasion 
—‘*ihe whoie or none!’ [A laugh.j 


Mr. Cass On! only 54 deg. 40 min. 
Mr. Johnson. 1 understand—nothing short of that. 
Mr. Cass. What we could get! 


Mr. Johnson. Yes, and that is what must satisfy 
us bere—just what we can get, and no more. Why, 
already we cannot stand it, for it is hurting us con 
foundedly, says the senator from Arkansas! [A 
Jaugh} But the senator proceeds: 

The intelligence possessed by the President.— 
[Well, he did vot give us the benefit of that intelli- 
gence!| gave them reason to believe that, by a cer- 
tam advance in money to be made to them, In their 
exhausted and impoverished condition, to pay ofl 


their army and other expenses, they would be wile | 


ling avd avie to make peace, aud cede, for the ob- 
jects specified, that portion of the country he had 
named.” 


Here is the picture, Mr. President, drawn to the 
hfe, showing what the object of this bill is! Before 
| proceed, let us go a little beyond it and behind it. 
The president of the United States, in his annual 
message, when justilymg the permission which he 
had authorized to be given to Santa Anna to returo 
to Mexico, tell us, amongst other things, that on the 
day that we declared the war as it is said—the 13th 
May—vun that very day he gave the order, or caused 
the orders to be given, that Santa Anna might be 
permitted toreturn to Mexico. (He took special 
care though not to mention to us that fact!) Buton 
that day he gave the order. 

Mr. Calhoun here (iu his seat) made a remark not 
audible in the gallery. 


Mr. Johnson. (cannot be mistaken about it. 
President, however, says in his message: 

“Iu view of these facts and circumstances it was, 
that, when orders were issued to the commander of 
our naval forces, in the gulf, on the thirteenth day of 
May last, the day on which the existence of the war 
was recognised by congress, to place the coasts of 
Mexico under biockaue, he was directed pot to ob- 
Struct the passage of Santa Anna to Mexico, should 
he attempt lo return. 

‘‘Now, what were the circumstances in which he 
gave the order, and the reasons which, in bis vpinion, 
resulted trum these circumstances? He tells us, in 
a preceding part ol his message, relating to the same 
Bubjecl: 

“Our object was the restoration of peace; and with 
thal view, uo reasun was perceived why we should 
take part with Paredes, aud aid him, by weans of our 
biuckade, in preventiwg the return vi his rival to 
Mexico. Qn the coutrory, it Was believed thal the 
intestine divisions which ordinary sagactly Could not 
but anticipate us the iruit of Savia Auna’s returu to 
Mexico, aud lis coplest with Paredes, might strong 
Jy tend to produce # dispusitivou will bulb parties 
lo resiuie und preserve peace with the Uuiled 
Siales.”’ 

The intestine divisions in which he might involve 
Mexico—an avowail upon is lace thal the coutrodiing 
reasen for this exXiravidtnary couduct was lo Oring 
peace to the United Siautes—to oblain ab Lonvladle 
aud successiui leimipation of the war by sending 
into the cuuully ol our .dversary @ man lo produce 
Intestune dithcully—to ovetluru toe governiment—nol 
by our aris or our valor, but by suddering the return 
of one whose tyranny had Compelled the people tu 
exile him, in the Lupe that that return wonid ve al- 
tended by intestine ditlicuily—by revolution, involy- 
ing the country ig civil war—iuvolving it in still 
greater embarrassment than tual Created vy the war 
with us, and so to muuce them to enler ibly a peace, 
which, 1 united, he feared we migut vot be adie to 
conquer! W eil, Santa Anna gues, accompanied by 
@ troup ol olicers-—he paS-es our vinckade Dy Order 
of the Presideut o1 the United Siales. bhe momen 


The 


he pol there, ie Is found giving “ald avd comivit’’ | 


tu the enemy, for he is enaleu tu dV SV Vy buts act 
of our own President, He puis down all oppusition. 
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The country apparently rises as one man at his bid- 
ding. Ali the resources of the nation are put under 
his command. 


The dying hopes of the people are revived all 
through the instrumentality of this act of the Presi- 
dent of the United States—and Santa Anna now 
stands the chosen leader, and most approved soldier 
that Mexico for years had boasted, at the head of 
thirty or forty thousand men. He leads the country. 
His will, by the very physical force which he is able 
to wield, must be the will of the nation. What the 
will of the nation in fact is—how: firm. and resolved 
iheir determination to die in the Jast ditch—no se- 
nator can doubt who heard on another and recent 
oecasion, what was read by the senator from New 
York (Mr. Dix] from journals pubijished in that 
country. There he is. There we have not the 
means as yet to meet him. la May last, filty thou- 
sand men-—all he asked—were placed at the com 
mand of the President of the Saited Staies. He 
calls out buta trifling quota. Up to November last, 
his War secretary writes that they want no nore.— 
Five days alterwards ten additional regiments were 
called into the field, and as soon as we meet here ten 
additional regiments of regular troops are demanded. 
How long it wall be befure we get the first musket, 
itis hard to tell, but it will take some time to raise 
that force. Now, what is to be done? My friend the 
senator from Arkansas, says thal there way be diffi- 
culties in the way of effeciing peace —that they may 
be unwilling to give up any territory won by their 
valor, and porous of .it literally mired by their 
blood. But there 1s one way of accomplishing it.— 
lhe army is in the ascendant. Santa Anna is at the 
head. |i the army is paid, they muy be willing and 
they may be able to make a peace. Willing—how? 
Santa Anna being the president of the republic, by 
the force of that ariuy, way pul down the opposition. 
Buy up the enemy, then—pay this chosen ieader of 
Mexico the price thut he demands. You may get 
such a peace as the senator says he has indicated in 
the antecedent part of his remarks—a peace indem- 
nilying the United States for the expenses of this 
war, and the debt due to our cilizens by the govern- 
ment of Mexico, by a cession of territory. Now, 
Mr. President, let me put it to the Senator from Ar- 
kansas, what would he say if Mexico should have an 
act, such as this, appropriating three millions to 
buy a peace with the United Stales—stating upon its 
face, or by its commentary, that they expected to 
accomplish it by buying off Zachary ‘l'aylor and his 
troops? Would not the whole nation be in a fury of 
indignation at such an attempt to lamper -with: our 
troops? Peace cannot be made, says the senator, 
practically, in the present state of things—the diffi- 
culties are insuperable—the character of the peace 
which we demand, and which alone we will take, 
renders these obstacles entirely insuperable—but by 
a dismemberment ol the territory of the enemy.— 
But there is one way to accomplish it. We have 
intelligence from Mexicu salistactory to the com- 
mittee—coumunicated by the President to congress 
—ihat such a peace can be obtained. What, then, 
is the intelligence which warrants this particular bill 
and this accumpanying cowmentary? Intelligence 
that the Presideut of the United States can buy up 
this ar. y—he can put an end lo this war and get as 
much territory as he wants. Now | ask my henora- 
(bie friend, the senator frou Michigan, when he 
comes to reply—tor | knew he wiil, notwithstanding 
his present wisgivings—[a laugh|—I ask him as a 
soldier, full of the soldier’s prige; l ask bim as a 
stulesinan, imbued with a staltesman’s elevated feel- 
ing, if he would Consider qa peace, obtained 1p that 
way, a8 ap honurabie peace—or it he would regard 
it asa peace oblalned Dy “a Vigerous prosecution”? 
ol this war?) Now, one thing caunot but have been 
suggested to the seuate, aud that is the imquiry 
how ithas happened that when in tue month of July 
last—I1 tuink at was Juiy—[A Senator, August.] 

Well, then, When i tie mouth of August jast, 
Santa Auna, having his orders ne doubt commuvicat- 
ed to him, of else he would nol have fun the risk ul 
capture, that he might go into Mexico, the President 
Cawe lo US Wilh @ message In secret Session, and al- 
_terwards im puUlic, asking us lo give him two mail: 
| ous Of money tor that purpose, the honorable senator 
‘from Arkansas—who is supposed, necessarily, to 
| have copsulled the execulive on this subject—now 
| proposes three millions! Has Santa Anna raised his 
i demands? He had notas much ol anurmy in Augus! as 
[he has now. They bad more coufivence in bim in Au- 
| gust loan they huve now, confidence i his cunscient- 
vusness, Dot that it would keep him straight, but that 
‘it might keep tim irom going wrong. Whuy,] ask the 
| Senulor,—wihen he comes tu Close this deb.te, as | 
| presume he wili—w.en two millions were Supposed 
tv have deen sutticient in August lasi, three miuliuons 
are DOW indispensable? Are these three willloas to 
| ve Cousidered as part of the expenses of the war? 


| 











Mr. Sevier. Part of it. 

Mr. Johnson. There are two armies in the 
—the American and the Mexican; and so it 
we are willing, out of the treasury of the Unit 
States, to pay the expenses of both, provided Sa " 
Anna thinks proper to cede to the United iasba ce 
least New Mexico and Upper Califoinia! | he a 
not doit ina short time, as the senator intimates, 
and permits this war to go on, we will wan! a at 
deal more—perhaps the whole of Mexico. Re 
pears to me to be a most extraordinary Proposition 
We are to make peace with Mexico, who, pb ar 
free confession of the senator, is herself atl a 
down by contending factions—who is not free<mhe 
numbers amongst her tyrants this very Santa sh 
—who looks to the army with the dread which i 
past course of the army is well calculated to inapire, 
we are to make peace with this poor, down-troudep, 
impoverished people, who have been reduced to such 
an abject and helpless condition by this very arm 
aud this very leader, by pouring gilts into the hand, 
of their tyrants, and then transierring them, in Spite 
of themselves, from the institutions in which the 
have been bred—froim the associations in which the 
have been brought up, and which they value, into an 
integral portion of the United States, to be subject 
to our Jaws and government! ‘The principle js 
wrong, Mr. President. 1 know the senator from Ap. 
kansas and those who agree with him, entertain a 
different view of this proposition, and entertain it on 
high and elevated. grounds... That ido not doubt— 
Bui l have a right to my sentiments. Standing here 
as an American senatur, | am called on to declare 
with all empiasis and sulewmity, that this project of 
terminating the war by dismembering a sister repub. 
lic is s0 revolling to my moral sense of propriety, 
honor, and justice, that [should see my arms sink 
palsied by my side rather (han agree lou! There ig 
a principle pervading the amendment propo ed by 
the senator from Michigan, which is to me even more 
alarming. | understand it to be this: 


Congress having declared this war by the act of the 
13th of May, it isthe duty of the United States to 
prosecute it tu a speedy andgguccessful termination; 
and that only is io be dune by obtaining a reasonable 
indemnity, and the managewent ol that rests exclu. 
sively with the president of the United States! See 
how it works. Now, | do not say that this war was 
brought on by any act of the president of the United 
States, with which Mexico had any right to fiad fault, 
Others may think it was. | am by no means sure 
that a majority of the people of the U. States do not 
think so. 1 am not also free from doubt, but 
that that is the lignt in which the civilized world 
now regards the question. Now, where does 
that proposition lead us? The president brings on 
ov the war—he brings ona state of hostilities, to use 
a term used upon a lormer occasion by the senator 
trom South Carolipa, farthest from me, [Mr. Cal- 
houn.] 1t involves the congress of the United States, 
in a direct responsibility, by following that state of 
hostilities by a declaration of war. ‘That was done 
here. ‘The senator from South Carolinia retused to 
vole—the only seuatur who refused. [4 whig sena- 
tor. Notthe only senator.] 1 am aware vl ial— 
| intended to say the only senator on the other side. 
He retused to vote. He thought, then, that there 
was notevidence to salisty him that this war was 
brought about by the act of Mexico; or there was 
evidence lo salisly him that it was not. Our ariby 
is inperid. ‘Phe watioval houvor 13 involyed. The 
glory of our flag is hazarded. Lt must be saved at 
all and every risk. We instantaneously leap to the 


field 


Seems 


couciusion, that we wust declare the war in order 0 


save the national honor. We gave the deciaralion 
io the world. Now the war is upon us. What says 
ihe senator trom Michigan? Congress has just pow" 
er to declare the war, but over ils management, over 
ils Lermyjpation, over the terme of its Llermmation, we 
powers of congress are impote.t! Tue war must 
gu on unlil a Wealy is negotiated satisfactory lo ihe 
president, and 1s submitted to him to the senate fof 
ratification. If be refuses to treat—if be reluses 10 
listen to terms—if, imbued with this lust of dominion 
which seems to have seized upon so many in ile 
United States to the utter bewilderment of tell 
Judgment, he ts resoived Lo get the territories of Mex: 
Ico, IL is his right to go on until he bring Mexic. 1 
to a condition in which, sooner or latter, she — 
be ifthe war go on, and when we can indemuile 

only by acessiun of the whoie! What are we lo a 
Can we not even declare cour opinion? Can we 0 
give an opinion which, if the president ol the United 
States thinks proper to resist, would involve him 4 
ibe danger ul a just impeachment? 1 am not en 
arguing, Me. President, that the treaty making powe 
Is Hol eExclusiveiy mi lhe president and the poorer 
that the house have anything to do either wilh 7 
initiatory or final step; but 1 am here to nent 
that, looking tu the character gf the governmen 
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ee nay ee = sree 
ooking to the distribution of powers amongst the 
yeral departments of the government—looking to 
tb reason which canses the whole power of deelar 
o war to be vested in congress by the constitution— 
congress must, according to the spirit of that instru- 
ent have some right to say how it is to be conduct 
- and when it is to be terminated. Acd above all, 
when it is announced as one of the objects of this 
war that terrttory is to be acquired—that an extent 
of territory “ hich, according to the statement of the 
esident himself in this message, is equal to the 
whole of the territory embraced in the thirteen ori- 
inal states Of the union, is it to be acquired, the 
congress of the United Siates have a right to be heard. 
The inevitable result of a different doctrine would 
be this—that the president may bring us to a state of 
hostilities which may compel us to declare war, and 
then he can go on to prosecute it, until he is tired of 
his defeats or his triumphs. Now,I am notentirely 
certain whether my recollection serves me right— 
some senator on the floor, particularly the honorable 
senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Calhoun}, who 
was a member of the house at the time, can no doubt 
set me righi—but I am under the impression that in 
the declaration of war in 1812, the causes of the war 
and the objects of the war were stated in the bill 
jtsoll— 


Mr. Calhoun., In the accompanying report. 

Mr. Johnson. In the report, then, which accom- 
anied the bili, as the honorable senator politely 
informs me. But we have no report accompanying 
this with such statements. That was not permitted. 
The iron willof a majority, as patriotic, | admit, as 
we are, deemed it proper to rush the war through 
without even a moment's time to deliberate. Now, 


3 [ apprehend, Mr. President, Iam not mistaken when 


| say that if, upon the 13th of May, the president of 
the United States himseif had sentus a message, 
containing what 1s contained in the speech of the 
honorable senator from Arkansas—if the committee 
on foreign relations had accompanied that act of 
the 13th of May, with a report containing what is 
contained in that speech, that the object of carrying 
on this war was to gel territory, not to vindicate the 
national rights—not to drive otf the supposed or al- 
leged invaders of our soil—not lo protect our sister 
state of Texas, one of the states of the union, and 
her territories—but in order to pay our own cilizens 
the debits due them by Mexico, which Mexico was 
unable, because of her poverty, to pay, and in order 
to obtain New Mexico and California, that law could 
not have passed this body in that shape, and it would 
not have passed, Mr. President, for reasons so forcibly 
tuggested by my friend who sits near me, the senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Benton] No man was blind, 


= then—no man is so absolutely blind now as not to 


tee that the questions to arise on the admission of ary 
new territory into the United States, are questions 
likely to cause this union to totter to its very founda 
tions. We have seen some indications of the feeling 
of the south on this subject in the language of the 
learned senator to whom I allude. We have seen if 
possible still more excitement manifested in a reso- 
lution proposed this morning by the senator from 
Alabama, [Mir. Bagby ] What have we seen? One 
of the greatest stales of the union—the state of New 
York—whose voice wil] ve potential, in all human 
probability, in all our subsequent political conflicts, 
who through one of her representatives on this floor 
ened to this body resolutions which speak the 
ixed and abiding opinion of that stale upo. this sub- 
ject. Go beyond the resolutions; look at the manner 
in which they were passed. By consulting the records 
of the legislature of that state, we wall see that there 
Were but nine dissenting voices. 


Mr. Bagby here askeu for a reading of the resolu- 
Jobs, 


Mr. Johnson. 1 intend to call the reading of then 
Mamoment. What takes place in the coterminous 
tid almost equally powerlul state of Peunsyivania? 
thas passed resolutions of the same impurt, and by 
HYoice equally loud. The Jegisiature of Ohio in one 
Wits branches has proclaimed jn an equally unani- 
Mous voice, alunust the some deci ration; and if | am 
hot mcorrectly informed, ose of the Drauches oi the 

slalure uf ihe st.le, which tLe honurabie senator 
ho has muved the amendment so ably represents, 
Mas Bunounced the samme to De her wal. Now what 
HW? ‘The resuiutiun oi N. York speaks Lie sense vs 
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(iMagivation, Of saliguine lemperau vi—can tell vi 


siavery or mvoluntary serviiude shali be forevei 
excluded ] 

The senator from Alabama, (the honorable gen- 
tNeman continued), at once—for | suppose he dil not 
know of the existence of the resolutions until he 
heard them read— 

Mr. Bagby. | never dreamed of such a thing 


Mr. Johnson. The honorable sevator instinctively 
at once—and his people will honor him for it—flies 
to the rescue of their institutions, which he supposes 
to be unconstitutionally and unnecessarily assailed 
by those resolutions. It isnot my purpose, however, 
to speak now of the subject which the resolutions 
embrace. 


Mr. Bagby. I hope the resolution offered by me 
will be read also. 


Mr. Johnson. I have sent for it, sir. 


The resolution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, as the opinion of the senate, that the re- 
solution of the legislature of the state of New York, 
declaring ‘‘that if any territory is hereafter acquired 
by the United States, or annexed thoreto, the act by 
which such territory is acquired or annexed, what- 
ever such act may be, should contain an unalterable 
fundamentg} article or provision, whereby slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime, shall be forever exciuded from the territory 
acquired or annexed,” is in derogation of the consu 
tuiion of the United States, and at war with the rights 
and interesis of the states in which slavery exists. 


Mr. Johnson proceeded. Nobody doubts that the 
senator from Alabama not only speaks his own opin 
lun, but that of his oonstituents on the subject of 
that resolution. Sir, I make bold to say—and | say it 
after some opportunities of knowing—that the voice 
of the north upon this subject will be uniform. It is 
useless to inquire into the consti:utional question until 
it is forced upon us. It is useless to examine what 
rights will be left the south if it is to be forced upon 
us. I mention the fact only, that there is one universal! 
Opinion pervading all political sects; and | make bold 
to say, Mr. President, that nu representative who 


dares, evea in accordance with his own convictions, | 


by any act of his, upon this fluor or elsewhere, to go 
against that pervading sentiment of his constituents, 
will ever be permitted again to represent the people. 
It is a matter of feeling. Jt results from a settled 
and abiding conviction that slavery ie wrong iu the 
abstract as well as reality. It grows out a belief in 
the extent of human righta. It is a spirit of Jiberty 
having its birth and iis home in the heart. lam 
sure that 1 err notwhen J say that if it has not already 
covered the whole north, the whirlwind of opinion on 
the subject is rushing on, and no man will be per- 
mitted to stand who attempts to resist il. 
but one way of obviating it, and thank Gou! that way 
is open to us, and that way leaves us were we are— 
a happy, uniled and powerful people—it is by keeping 
the question oul—by bringing no territory in; and, in 
my judgment, it may be done consistently with the 
vindication of the national honor. What are the 
hundred or the hundreds of millions in which this 
war may involve us? No man will feel the pressure 
of ita moment. Noman would know of its existence 
unless he were told of the fact. For what is addi- 
tional territory wanted? Have we not enough, not 
only for the men of the present day, but for the hun- 
dreds and hundreds, and hundreds of millicns who 
may cOme into existence hereatier? Have we not 
degrees of latilude enough to furnish us with every 
thing which may minister to man’s wants, or con- 
forts, as far as depends upop soil or climate? The 
progress of the United Siates thus far announces that 
we have ail this. Noother people who have ever 
appeared on the theatre of this world, in the past or 
present time, can compare in any prosperity which 
they may have enjoyed, or in any glory which they 
tnay have acquired, with the prosperity which has 
been enjoyed or the glury which has been acquired 
by the peuple of the U. States under their present 
constitution and On their present tercitury. Sir, the 
war will be furgotten except for the splendor of its 
achievements. ‘They, Wurough all ume, will tell the 
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worid what are the extent and ability of American 
valor. ‘J hey wall procialm@ iv all live thal, s henever 
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its fealty to the constitution, and there never can be 
room for apprehension beneath its protecting wzis. 
But when a new question is brought into existence, 
and new states are to be added to the union—when 
a territory equsl in extent—as says the president of 
the U. States—to the whole thirteen origina! states 
of this union, is about to become part of the United 
States by conquest, then, indeed, a new and alarming 
element is cast upon the political waters and even 
the most sanguine cannot fail to be alarmed. In the 
name of all that we hold most sacred and dear, Mr. 
President, why 1s it that we are willing to hazard 
such an inheritance for such an acquisition? Sir, we 
are not satisfied with the present constitution of the 
United State.? Have we not territory enough to 
answer all the reasonable wants of huinan society? 
Has not the constitution give: us all the blessings 
which man can derive from such an instrumentality? 
Sir, it was reared for immoriality, if any work of 
man can aspire to such an existence? But it nay, lo 
use words of another, ‘‘perisi in av hour from forget- 
fulness, corruption, negligence of its only keepers, 
the people!” What is to bedone—l ask southern men 
aid northern men, again disclaining any intention 
to argue the question, tll it is forced upon us—what 
is to be done, if the crisis come? The north is firm 
as the soil upon which her freemen tread. The south 
is equally firm, endowed with indomitable courage, 
and fully nopressed with a conviction of her rights. 
What is to be the result? One of two things—eivil 
war in all its conceivavle evils, or disruption of the 
union, and a violated constitution. 


Mr President, t beseech senators to pause. I point 
them to the union. Fair and undefaced as when it 
came trom the ands of its august founders, the fabric 
stili stands in all its ‘stately height’ asd solemn 
grandeur. Are sevators indeed prepared to behold its 
Doric psllers mingled with the dust? Are there any 
amongst us, any who esteem so lightly this glorious 
inheritance of ours, that they can regard without the 
ut: ost alarm, even the possibility of such a fratricidal 
conflict as thatof which | have spoken, in connection 
With this distracting question—and ail for whav— 
Because Mexico being too pour cannot pay what she 
owes except by a cession of territory, which we will 
furce from her at the point of the bayonet, or failing 
in that will buy a peace! Mr. President, there are 
maby considerations connected with this subject, of 
which | cannot now speak without lrespassing unduly 
on the patience oi the senate, | have but a word tosay 
in conclusion. J am sure the senate and the public, 
as far as they have taken any interest in what m 
course in this body may have been, will do me the 
Justice to say, that by my votes as a senator of the 
United States on this Moor, | have given a cordial and 
a hearty support to the present executive in the con- 
duct of this war. Ihave doue it at the sacrifice of dif. 
lering in some particulars from members whose judg- 
ment lam in tue habitof constantly deferring. | have 
consulted my own judgment alone, and perhaps 
should have deferred in this instance to that of others. 
But my instincts were the other way, and | followed 
them. ‘hey taught me that the honor of my country 
was involved. | was resolved, as far as in me lay, 
to vindicate it. They taught me that the glory of 
our flag was about to be tariished. J was resolved 
that, as far as in me lay, it should be maintained.— 
Aud | here vote freely and liberally, and will con- 
tinue to vole with equal freedom and equal liberality, 
fur any and every measure which the president may 
recommend, if supported by any reasons which can 
salisiy me thal the adoption of the measure will be 
necessary for the vigorous and successful prosecution 
of the war. 1 have known, sir, but one party—my 
country. If have consulted the iuterests of but one 
party, and the houor of but one party—the interests 
and hovor of my country. Anu if | koow my own 
uature, | shall adhere to the same party Uiroughout. 
Bul thal same spirit which conducted me in the cuurse 
to which I have alluded and caused my heart to leap 
with joy at the first tiding of the briliiant acnieve- 
menis ol Our army, Would Cause me Lo Diush fur my 
counlry il she persisted in exacuuns on a leebvle and 
liipuverisled toe, and which the world would justly 
afuthemaliZe as capive and pluader. We are great 
and poweriyl, aud we can atlord to be magnaninuus, 
bul our greatness und puwer owe their ile to our 
public virtue. A jong and unexampled caieer of 
pruspericy has Veen the result. Let inal virtue tail 
ve——Weakeu the mural seuse ol the naliou—teach 
tie balal Jegsul thal the property of olners may ve 
SeiZeu aud cunfiscaled—pander iv the unvridied Just 
vi loretga Leiritury—and, in my bhuadble judgment, 
and | speak it wilh entire deerceuce WwW tnuse who 
dillee trod uic—as surely as theve Is a Guod—whore 
dicad hawe | provouuce with all reverence—who 
fewarUs Virtue ad puillslies Vice——su surely, svvuer 


the pylilicai lavalicisip vi tie pviilical Ueiba.Ugues ol | UE later, Ris reuuke will descend upon Us in some 
tue nocih, af her people are Wue to themselves, aud | oVerw Leluiug Vietialious of lndiguant wrath! 
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CHRONICLE. 


Eleven days,—exclusive of Sundays but nine days’ 
remain for the present congress to complete the 
duties assigned them. With the 3d of Marchthe 
term of the twenty-ninth congress expires. 

Much has been done; much remains to be done 
within this brief period. 








THE ADDITIONAL ARMY BILL, after an ardent strug- 
gie, principally maintained between members of the 
administration party, has passed both houses and is 
now being carried into effect. 

The main point, in dispute was, whether to enlist 
regulars, as recommended by the committee on mili- 
tary affairs, or to cail for move volunteers, as urged 
by General Houston and others—and again, whether 
to disturb the settled national policy in relation to 
public lands, and innovate so seriously upon the pro- 
ceeds of the sales thereof, by granting bounty lands 
to so many thousand soldiers and bringing their pa- 
tents into competition with the government sales of 
public lands—and again,—whether if lands be grant- 
ed asa bounty, the soldiers should be restrained 
from disposing of them, as insisted upon by Colonel 
Benton, or left free to do as they pleased with their 
patents— whether to grant them at once, or after the 
soldier should be honorably discharged—whether 
to grant them to three months men as well for five 
years service—and finally, whether to allow a choice 
of taking land or $100 in cash as bounty—were 
questions all warmly debated. Last though not 
least,—how the patronage—the power of appointing 
oflicers, should be disposed, which proved to be the 
knottiest pointof all. The political parties divided | 
amongst themselves on most of those questions.— 
The two houses differed and refused to recede—and 
it was only after the secuiid committee of conference 
had been named, that tie viil finally prevailed. 

As we design to insert the act in our next, we re- 

H fraiv from giving an abstract. 
# Colonel Benton from the military committee, has 
Since the passage of the above bill, reported a bill 
which appears to bave relation to the appointment 
of some, higher officers of command. Woether the | 
object is to renew in substance, though perbaps not | 
| in vame, the allempt to authorise the appointment | 
é of a commander to supercede ali those now in the 
fielu, we have not been able to discern. 
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Finances.—Flardly any direct opposition was 
made to passing the bill for raising the additional 
‘ army. Ali the debate was upon the details of the 
; bill. 
And so also in regard to the financial measure 
; which so promptly passed both houses a week be- 
fore, as to the grant of authority to obiain the money, 
hardiy ap objection was made,—though much diffe 
| f rence of opinion existed 9s to the most eligible 
i; means of obtaining it, 
The money required by the government for imme- 
diate exigencies, has been procured by the secretary | 
i of the treasury, by selling treasury notes authorised | 





under the act to the amount of four millions of dol | 
jars—most of it to New Orleans banks and opera- | 
tors. 
cent. and sold at par. 
merce says: 

The treasury note operation, while it was a good | 
one for the government, was a good one also for the 
contractors. They sold out a million in this market 

t two per cent. advance, and could get two to two 
nda half per cent. profiton the whole, making at 
‘ast a hundred thousand dollars profit without using 
® dollar of capital.” ; 
This arrangement having becn effected, the secre- 
tary of the treasury immediately advertised to re- 
ceive proposals for a loan under the recent act.-- 
The advantageous position of our foreign exchanges, 
superinduced by the unprecedented quantity and 
high prices of our provisions shipping to Europe, 
affords a fortuitous opportunity to obtain the loan 
upon good terms, provided laws be passed to sustain 
the national treasury by additional revenue for the 
payment of the interest. ; 
That additional enactments to secure this object 
are indispensable, is manifest from the official state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures of the quarer 
ending 30th of December last, inserted in our last | 
number. The receipts from customs, the same of) 


The N. Y. Journal of Com- 




















same period averaged a rate of over forty-eight mil- | 
lions per annum. 


penditures, 1s of too serious an amount. 
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als, of the secreiary of the treasury having adopted 
means for obtaining the five millions loan a few 
months since, as weil as for effecting the sale of the 
treasury notes last week, which were not justifiable 
in a high officer of the government. We merely 
mention the complaints, without knowing whe ther 
they be well founded or not. 


A FURTHER LOAN ANTICIPATED.—Some of the last 
New York papers, anticipate an application from 
the executive for authority to raise still another 
loan, for carrying on the war with Mexico. They 
say that when the estimates were made upon which 
the application for the loan and treasury note bill 


of twenty eight millions which was passed last week, 


was sent to congress, the expenses incident to the ad- 


ditional army since authorized, and the additional boun- 


ty to soldiers were not included, and that ten millions 
will be asked for, to cover those items of additional 
expenditure. They signify also that the following 
paragraph in the message sent by the president to 
congress on Saturday last, (inserted in this number) 
has reference to such additional Joan. 

“The increased revenues which the measure now 
recommended would produce, would moreover ena- 
ble the government to negociate a loan for any ad- 


ditional sum which may be found to be needed, with 


more facility and at cheaper rates, than can be done 
without thei.” 


HOW THE WAR IS IN FUTURE TO BE CONDUCTED? 


This has been for the last two weeks, and is at 
present, the main question under discussion in con- 
gress. 

The Administration plan, urged by Colonel Benton, 
chairman of the senate committee on foreign af— 
fairs, and of which originally the Lieutenant Gener- 
al project constituted a main feature, and probably 
yet does, contemplates no doubt a vigorous prosecu- 
tion of offensive war, and an effort after reducing 


Vera Cruz, to penetrate from thence to the city of 


Mexico. 


Mr. Carnoun’s pian, or rather we might say, Mr. 


BERRIEN’S PLAN, for that gentleman was the first to 


propose itin form in congress, is to take and hold 


during the war the Mexican ports, both in the Gulf 


and on the Pacific, and then assuming a definite line 
of boundary on whicn we would be content to settle 
all difficulties with Mexico, retire our forces to that 


line, erect posts thereon, and defend all within that 
boundary, until Mexlco becomes convinced that she 
can do no better than make peace by conceding 
to those limits, upon which events her potts are to be 


relinquished. 


Between these plans the present congress may or 
To leave the whole with the exe— 
cutive, would of course be to decide in favor of the 


may not decide. 


former, so far as existing enactments authorize. 
General Cass and those of tie north west who 


act with him, take sides with Col. Benton. 


Mr. Wester, it will be seen by reference to the 
proceedings of the senate, has prepared resolutions 
which if we understand them, correspond substanti- 


‘ally with those of Messrs. Berrien and Calhoun.— 


He is to address the senate on the subject at an early 


The notes are to bear an interest of six per | 4ay- 


THE THREE MILLION BILL. 
The house of representatives in the mean time 
have been discussing a bill of still more intricate and 
exciling character, and which not only has reference 
to how the war is to be conducted or concluded, but 
what disposition isto be made of the acquired terri- 
tory, if territory be acquired by the terms of a peace. 
On this point hangs the delicate question, of ad- 
ding additional territory to the Union, with or with- 
out allowing slavery to exist within the territery so 
acquired. 
x The administration party appeared to be divided 


upon this question beyond any present prospect 


of reconciliation. ‘The ‘*Witmor Proviso,” has 
been attached to the bill by amajority in the house 
of representatives, stipulating against the admission 
of any more territory, unless slavery be excluded 
therefrom. 
and is now before the senate. 


Even ifit were to pass the senate in that form, it 


is certain that the president would not sign the bill. 


‘This part of the executive project for terminating 


the war, would appear therefore to be hopeless. 


Indeed to our apprelension, the probability of a 


termination of the war, under any circumstances, 


public lands, all the regular revenue resources for | seems to be very remote, ‘The country is at war.— 
the quarter, amounted to an average of only sixteen | ‘The constitution provides that congress ‘**may declare 
miliions per unnum, whilst the expenditures for the war’—and it can be done by a majority of each 
We have seen sufficient to con- 

vince us thatthe Executive may so order the opera- 
! ‘The quarter may not be a fair one to average by, | tions of the army and navy as at any time to make a 
but the disparity between the receipts and the ex- | war inevilable,—and that virtually, he has it ia his 

But 

Heavy complaints are made in the New York | to make peace’under our constitution is rather a more 
Courier and Enquirer and in some others of the jour- | diflicult process. After the enemy, whoever they 


huuse so deciding. 


power to place the country ina state of war. 


In this form the bill passed the house, 
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may be, shall consent to treat, the executive h 

the entire controul of the initiative proposition to on 
gress. The President must be satisfied in the first 
place, so far at least, as that he would finally approy 
of the conditions of the treaty. Having, no doubt t 
this time, if he had not at the origin of the war, 
definite object in view in relation to Mexican terri. 
tory, itis not probable that he will originate nt 
negotiation that does not correspond with that object 

But supposing Mexico io be, by some means—th, 
force of arms—or the influence of three millions of 
secret service money proposed in this bill to be plac. 
ed at the disposition of the executive,—suppose 
Mexico by either or both those influences to }, 
brought to the terms which our executive may de. 
mand,—and a treaty to be negotiated and submitteg 
to the senate for ratification. Would two thirds of 
the senate be found to advise the ratification of such 
treaty, without the stipulation that in the territory ac. 
quired by the treaty, slavery should be excluded? 

It is believed that two thirds of the Senate would 
not ratify the treaty without, nor with, such a Stipu- 
lation. 

The slave states and the free states are at issue go 
radically on that subject, that the prospect of any ad. 
justment of the difficulty appears very gloomy. 

It may be said, perhaps, that we are anticipating 
a difficulty which may never be realized. True, 
Before the difficulty can be realized, Mexico must 
consent to treat for a relinquishment of territory 
which to this time her government and her pzople 
appear determined not to entertain a thought of sub. 
mitting to. Yet although a discussion of the origin 
of the war, has been but incidentally entertained in 
congress, the period seems now to have arrived when 
the objects intended to be attained by the war, should 
be distinctly ascertained and sanctioned by con- 
gress. 

The people of the United States will hardly be sa- 
tisfied to be carrying on a war, at heavy expense of 
both men and money, the objects of which war they 
are not fully apprised of—or which objects they do 
not fully approve of. It is the duty of their repre. 
sentatives in congress, as well as of the executive, 
to let them understand the true position of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Catuovun, yester ‘ay, the 19th, submitted to the 
senate, resolutions counter to the ‘*Wiimot proviso” 
incorporated in the house ‘three million bill,’ which 
resolutions he signified his intention to call up for 
consideration on Monday next. A Keen pass de- 
tween him and Col. Benton tcok place on his intro- 
ducing the resolutions. 

Suppose a treaty made,—whether coerced or 
bought,—which the Mexican people and Mexican 
army disapprove, how long would those who con: 
clude such a treaty remain in power in Mexico’— 
How long would the treaty itself endure? 


Pennsy.vania StatE Desr. In order to meeta 
part of the February interest due upon the bonds o! 
the state, the Governor has asked the legisiature tur 
authority to make a loan of $200,000. He wishes 
the use of that amount for only three or four months, 
within which time he expec’s to be able to pay itoll, 


Maryann Resumption of payment. The bill repor 
ted by Mr. Donelson,from the committee on ways and 
mesns of the house of delegates, for resuming pay- 
ment of interest upon the debt of the state, is now 
being debated on that branch of the legislature. We 
have seen objections in some of the journals of the 
sfate, to the measure, but so far as we regard the 
weight of those objections they apply rather to the 
details of the bill than as validagains: the adoption of 
the measure. We hope tosee the bill modified 10 
some particulars; but we are satisfied that the Stale 
may venture now to resume, and the public expec: 
tation has been so generally inspired with the hope 
that the present legislature will adopt measures \ 
that effect, that it would be an error we think in the 
state not to do so. . 

Gubernatorial convention. The whigs of the leg 
lature have met and recomend a whig state conve! 
tion for nominating a candidate for the next Gover 


May next. 


Kentucky. United Slates Senater. Joseri W.§ 


Unxperwoop Esq. of Bowling Green, was on the 1210 
inst. elected to serve for six years from the 4th ot 
March next, at which time the term of J. T. Mon 
Heap Esq. expires. He declined again being 4 cai 
didate. 

lowa. The specialelection in Lee county, 0? the 
25th ult: for which the adminintration members ie 
the Iowa senate were waiting, if their party ¢a? 
date succeeded, t» enable them to go into jvint oe 
lot with a certainty of carry:ng their United nse 
senators and judges of the supreme court, a : 
against the nominee of the party; the ‘+ independal 





candidate is elected. 


nor to be assembled at Cambridge E. S., on the 2th) 
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